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This Happy Day 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
(Written for a friend on his wedding day) 


NCLOUDED skies above you spread; 
Heav’'n rains its blessing on your 
head; 
Life’s path you take with joyous tread 
This happy day. 


The sweet companion of your heart, 

Bedecked with love’s enchanting art, 

Of your own self becomes a part 
This happy day. 


Long as the skies contain the sun, 

Long as the universe is one, 

Endure the union here begun 
This happy day! 


What though the path at times be rough, 

The climbing stiff, the going tough! 

With love and God is strength enough 
Each passing day. 


Be lover always, tender, true, 
Thoughtful, and courteous, and renew 
Your sacred vows as you review 

. Each fleeting day. 


The Lord be still before your eyes, 
Your shield, whatever foes may rise, 
Your guide, your goal, your glorious 
prize 
At close of day. 


“Lift Up Your Heads” 


Encouraging signs that prophecy is 
being fulfilled keep coming from Bible 
lands. In April an agricultural and re- 


. search center was opened in the Jordap 


Valley by Musa el-Alami, a Cambridge- 
educated lawyer, according to the New 
York Times for May 7. He is teaching 
Arab refugees to transform the area into 
a greén haven. The Ford Foundation 
has made large grants to help him es- 
tablish a school for orphaned boys where 
they will be trained in the latest methods 
of agriculture. There are now forty stu- 
dents in .the school, and it has been 
planned for an enrollment of 250. Be- 
sides opening this training school Mr. 
el-Alami has done a sensational piece of 
engineering work. He “discovered a 
vast, permanent supply of water where 
hydrological experts had said none could 
exist. He created a rich oasis of fruit 
and timber trees, vineyards, grain and 
vegetables on land officially registered as 


‘dead and waste.’ He developed a method 
of simultaneous cultivation and desalina- 
tion that will save years of nonproduc- 
tive soil flushing in the valley’s eventual 
reclamation.” One of the remarkable 
aspects of this discovery is that it was 
made under the salt-encrusted desert. 
Here is dual encouragement for those 
who believe the Bible, for it is one early 
bit of evidence of the fulfillment of the 
prophecy that “the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose. It shall blos- 
som abundantly, and rejoice even with 
joy and singing” (Isa, 35:1, 2a); and a 
picture of what God can ‘do through His 
Holy Spirit for the thirsty, dried up 
soul. “If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink,” said the Lord 
Jesus. And when He had outlined events 
of the end times, He said, “And when 
these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 
21:28). 


The New Messianic Center in Jerusalem 


By Ernest Gordon 


Italy, given to the Messianic Jews. 
Now the cornerstone has been laid 
for the first building in a settlement in 
Germany near Stuttgart, in fact, at 
Moettlingen, where J. C. Blumhardt 
carried on his remarkable ministry a 
century ago. This will be a prayer cen- 
ter, a Bible school, an agricultural set- 
tlement, a home for the homeless and 
persecuted, “a well from which streams 
of blessing will flow through Germany 
and the whole world.” 
But does this take into account the 
imminence of the. Lord’s coming? 
Abram Poljak answers: “Whatever 
we may expect in the future, nothing 
gives us the right to sit down with 


"Tay. is a center in Lugano, North 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the same with thanksgiving” 
(Col, 4:2). 
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arms crossed. While waiting for the 
Coming we must at the same time fulfill 
the demands of the hour, the work of 
the ‘day. Jeremiah was told to buy 
land in Anathoth even though the Chal- 
deans’ siege mounts were then threat- 
ening Jerusalem.” 

In Jerusalem itself the Messianic Jews 
have taken new and larger quarters 
for their testimony after weeks of prac- 
tical preparation—cleaning, whitewash- 
ing, painting, and furnishing by 
volunteers. The dedication was on Decem- 
ber 26, which date recalls both Christ- 
mas ‘and the Feast of Dedication, or 
Chanukah, the Jewish festival com- 
memorating the cleansing of the Temple 
after the defilements of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. After prayer, there was a 
short address by “Brother Daniel Zion,” 
former chief rabbi of Bulgaria. Then the 
Torah, or scroll of the Law, was taken 
out of its shrine and used for reading 
a passage of the Pentateuch. This 
scroll-shrine, is curtained with white 
linen and colored stripes after the tra- 
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dition of the Tabernacle of the wilder- 
ness—red, blue, purple, and. gold. 

Followed four readings from Old and 
New Testaments, each referring to God’s 
sanctuary in its various forms: Exodus 
40:17-35; 1 Kings 8:21-30; John 10: 22-30; 
and Ephesians 4:1-13. Then came an 
address; after that, the Son of Degrees, 
Psalm 122; the Lord’s- Prayer, and the 
Aaronic blessing in Hebrew. A lovely 
blend of the faith of the Old Covenant 
and the New. 

In addition to the Mosaic scroll, they 
hope to have a scroll of the Gospel of 
Matthew and another of the Book of 
Isaiah. “Complete scrolls of these great 
Isaiahan prophecies of the coming of 
the Messiah are not found in any syna- 
gogue today, yet Isaiah scrolls were in 
existence in the Lord’s day. These three 
scrolls would be a visible sign of our 
Jewish Christian faith.” 

There is also a seven-branched can- 
dlestick in the sanctuary. One such was 
at last found in an art shop. “Jewish 
tradition does not allow the production 
of any vessel similar to those of the 
ancient Temple. As long as no proper 
Temple now exists in Jerusalem, no such 
candlestick can be made in Israel.” 

“May we call it our center, may we 
take pleasure and pride in it? We must 
remember the purpose of our commu- 
nity, to go forth unto Jesus ‘without 
the camp, bearing his reproach,’ espe- 
cially in behalf of our own Jewish breth- 
ren,” said Dr. Agnes Waldstein, “know- 
ing that we have here no abiding city 
but seek one to come. 

“The reason for our existence is to 
witness to the Messiah, crucified, risen, 
and returning, and to proclaim the near 
advent of His Kingdom. Only if we 
hold this before us continually will we 
be able to appraise rightly the meaning 
of the new Community home which the 
grace of God has given us. It is not, 
nor can it be, our center. Though God 
has given it to us we give it back to 
Him as His property that His spirit 
may dwell therein. ‘The palace is not 
for man, but for the Lord God’ (1 Chron. 
29:1). The word of King David, when 
he handed over to his son Solomon his 
preparations, his plans, and materials 
for the Temple to be built, is a word 
which we also utter today. 

“More than ever it is ‘the fruit of our 
lips’ that will show who we are. This 
fruit is not only the praise of God by 
words but by our actions and our whole 
being. At the start of our worship in 
this new place we can do no better than 
remember the admonition which the 
apostle gives to his readers in the thir- 
teenth chapter of the Epistle to the He- 
brews. 

“They are practical rules to prove 
that we are indeed disciples of the 
Messiah Jesus, rules of love and purity, 
governed by continuing love arnong our- 
selves, by which all men will know 
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that we are His disciples, hospitality 
toward friends and strangers. 

“Purity of marriage, which is stressed 
in this chapter, reminds us of the true 
relationship between God and His peo- 
ple. He has espoused His people and 
to leave Him for some strange teaching 
would be nothing but adultery. We 
must show that loyalty to Him which 
our people have unfortunately broken 
so often. 

“Contentment with what is given us 
is the surest safeguard agairist greed 
and covetousness. This is the soil in 
which grows the joyful hope, ‘The Lord 
is my helper; I will not fear.’ 

“All this will need definite efforts 
on the part of each one of us. He, ‘the 
God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
hepherd of the sheep,’ will make us 
perfect in ‘every good work to do His 
will, Only thus will we be able to 
‘furnish’ this center as ‘a palace not for 
man, but for the Lord God.’” ° 





These Christian Jews, who are preach- 
ing the near coming of the Lord Jesus, 
illustrate the new birth of the Spirit 
with singular loveliness. Let me quote 
from a meditation of the same Hebrew 
Christian, Dr. Agnes Waldstein, on 
“Christian Perfection.” Certainly there 
would be no need of artificial “brother- 
hood” demonstrations if Jew and Gentile 
cherished this ideal and sought to real- 
ize it. There is a saying that God is 
holding His Jewish reserves back of 
the fighting line to throw them into 
battle at the decisive moment. Perhaps 
that moment is near. 

This is from a Sabbath evening ad- 
dress in the Jerusalem upper chamber. 

When, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus gave His interpretation of the 
Law with the authority of His “But I 
say,” He summed up all in one sentence: 


“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your. 


Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
A few verses before that it reads, “He 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and the unjust.” This is perfection 
which we, as children of our Father, 
should emulate; for in this perfection, 
proclaimed by the Lord, rests the love 
of one’s enemies and the prayer for one’s 
persecutors, 

“He maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and the unjust.” We must 
earnestly ponder over the fact that God 
grants the very foundation of life to 
all men without discrimination. His 
perfection gives the chance to live and 
enjoy life to everybody in equal measure. 

The verse points out a truth similar 
to that of the parable of the wheat and 
the tares, in which the owner of the 
field commands his servants to let both 
grow until harvest time, lest they would 
tear out the good wheat together with 
the bad tares. God’s perfection results 
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in all human lives being granted the 
grace of life without distinction of per- 
sons, as to whether we are His “friends” 
or “foes.” 





Hence if we wish to emulate the per- 
fection of God we, too, must®pour out 
(Continued on page 538) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Personality of the Holy Spirit 

Please give me your opinion in 
“Notes on Open Letters” as to just 
what our pastor is in belief. He said: 

He did not believe the Holy Spirit 
is a person. 

He did not believe in a third Heaven 
(uncreated). 

He did not believe the Lord Jesus 
Christ was seated on the right hand 
of God. 

[He believed] that Christ was in a 
place prepared by God—that he did not 
know where.—A Mississippi reader. 


If the pastor has been correctly quoted, 
he simply does not believe certain parts 
of the Bible. 

There is considerable evidence in the 
Scriptures showing tht the Holy Spirit 
is a person, the third person of the 
Trinity. Many theologiang have shown 
this to be so, as, for example, the late 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer in his great 
eight-volume “Systematic Theology.” A 
recent good book on the Holy Spirit is 
“The Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit,” by Dr. René Pache, director of 
the Bible Institute at Vennes, near 
Lausanne, Switzerland (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3). In his first chapter Dr. 
Pache shows that the Spirit acts as a 
person, He possesses the attributes of 
personality, the names given Him re- 
veal personality and divinity, the Spirit 
can be treated like a person, and in re- 
ferring to Him the Lord Jesus used the 
masculine, not the neuter pronoun. In 
his first division, Dr. Pache brings out 
the following points: 

“1. He dwells in believers (John 14:17). 

“2. He teaches; He brings to remem- 
brance (John 14:26). 

“3. He testifies (John 15:26). 

“4. He convicts of sin (John 16:8). 

“5. He guides into all truth; He hears; 
He speaks; He shows (John 16:13). 

“6. He inspires Scripture and speaks 
through it (Acts 1:16; 2 Pet, 1:21). 

“7. He spoke to Philip (Acts 8:29). 

“8. He calls to the ministry (Acts 
13:2). 

“9. He sends forth His servants (Acts 
13:4). 

“10. He forbids certain actions (Acts 
16:6, 7). 

“11. He intercedes, etc. (Rom. 8:26).” 

The “third heaven” is mentioned in 
2 Corinthians 12:2, where Paul says, “I 


(Continued on page 537) 
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ll. Among Hostile Natives in Dut®h'NeW"'Guinea 


Where great courage and wisdom were required 
to carry on toward Lake Archbold 


Toor delightful rest, however, was 
not to be enjoyed very long, for 
already natives to the front of us 
had sighted our party and we could 
hear their calls re-echoing throughout the 
hills ahead. These were the people of 
the heavily populated Ibele Valley, 
which joins the Baliem at its northern 
part, 

A great number of natives quickly 
As our 
party moved forward, some of these 
went on before while the remainder 
crowded at the rear, shouting wildly 
as they followed. It took us several 
hours to wind our way down the steep 
ridges which led into the Ibele Valley, 
and it was not until toward noon that 
we set our heavy packs down on a sand 
bank ‘of the river which flowed through 
the bottom of the valley. We had con- 
tinually been accompanied by many 
fierce-looking warriors, all of whom 
were armed with their long spears, and 
who, even as we sat to rest, watched 
our every movement in a most solemn 
tanner. Once that morning they had 
endeavored to lead us in the wrong 
direction, but Elisa, Mr. Bromley’s car- 
rier, who had passed over the trail once 
before, thwarted them from their in- 
tentions, 

When our strength was regained we 
ascended a steep ridge on the western 
side of the valley and passed into no- 
man’s land, pitching camp by a little 
stream about 3 p.m. We remained at 
this camp an extra day, giving us an, 
opportunity to reorganize our party and 
to take care of our laundry needs. 

The morning of Wednesday, February 
2, found us once again on the trail. At the 
summit of the first ridge we all gath- 
ered for united prayer, for it was here 
that Myron Bromley and ‘his carrier, 
Elisa, were to leave us and return to 
their camp at the Lower Baliem. 


We Part With Two of Our Number 


It was only with great reluctance and 
apprehension that we parted from them, 
for we knew what dangers lay before 
the two on their return journey. Our 
hearts were filled with no little joy and 
praise, therefore, when we heard over 
our radio two days later that they had 
reached their camp safely. 

As we turned toward the northwest, 
we could see in the distance the large 
pyramid-shaped mountain at the junc- 
tion of the Warok and Baliem rivers. 
This was our landmark, for it was at 
this point that we were to cross the 
Baliem in another two days’ time, That 
morning the path led over rolling hills. 
In some places the grass was knee deep, 


This is the second article in the 
series of five by Mr. Veldhuis of the 
Unevangelized Fields Mission, tell- 
ing of a long trekthat he made with 
several others to carry the Gospel 
to the natives of an isolated district. 
Mr. Veldhuis’s log is full of vivid de- 
tails which show the great difficul- 
ties he and his party encountered on 
every mile of their month-long trek. 
The third article in the series will 
appear next week. 








whereas in other areas, high reed had 
to be broken through, as well as swampy 
sections filled with numerous pit holes, 
into which we would often sink to knee 
and waist depth. As the day wore on, 
and the early hours of the afternoon 
set in, we found ourselves descending 
well down into the’ Baliem Valley floor. 
It was evident that we were entering 
into heavily populated areas, for in the 
distance the fences of gardens could 
be seen. Soon afterward a small hut 
was sighted on the top of a knoll. This 
was a guardhouse, quite common in 
the central mountain areas. They are 
built at the borders of no-man’s ‘land, 
on a high vantage point, to warn the 
natives of comjng attack. It was evi- 
dent that we had already been spotted, 
for a native was seen leaving the hut 
and departing in the direction of the 
gardens, 

Our party continued on along a well 
worn path. Firstly it led along the edge 
of a forest, thence through ravines and 
old garden plots: At one place the path 
entered a long section of high twelve- 
foot reed. Here the path widened grad- 
ually from the usual one-foot width to 
some four feet, giving clear indication 
that great groups of natives had been 
through. Suddenly we found ourselves 
in a large opening of trampled reed 
about fifty feet square. In the center, 
wooden racks had been placed, giving 
it the appearance of being a secret war 
council chamber. A Satanic air seemed 
to prevail and envelop the place, and 
with a silent prayer we quietly pro- 
ceeded on our way. By 3 p.m. the 
border of the populated area had been 
reached. While the carriers, under the 
direction of Mr. Fred Dawson, erected 
camp and commenced to build a fence 
around it, Mr. Bond and I went on 
alone unarmed, to make contact with 
the natives, who were on the opposite 
side of. a small hil] which lay directly 
ahead. At our approach all the women 
and children immediately fled from the 
gardens in which they had been work- 
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ing, while the men, on the other hand, 
gathered themselves together in groups 
with their spears. Wild yelling and 
gesturing took place, for it was evident 
that they were most frightened. Only 
one other party had been through this 
area before, and that seventeen years 
previous. It could be safely said, 
therefore, that the majority of these 
people had had absolutely no contact 
with white men. In an endeavor to 
prove ourselves friendly we raised both 
our hands above our heads and called 
out that we were friends and not ene- 
mies, and exhorted them to'come to us. 
A red handkerchief was held up and a 
cowrie shell shown. Little by little two 
of the bravest natives drew near to us, 
but it was not until we had patiently 
waited for an hour and a half that we 
were able to clasp the first man by his 
hand. When the others saw him receive 
a red hankie, and that no apparent harm 
came to him, they, too, began to come 
forward, and within another few min- 
utes we were surrounded by quite a 
company. They all came carrying one 
or two sweet potatoes in their hands, 
for which we in turn gave a small shell. 


Night Visitors! 

Upon returning to the camp we found 
that the fence had been completed and 
all our goods stored within the tents. 
This was none too soon, for it was not 
long before the natives began to crowd 
around the camp. They, as the people 
of the Wamena, became more and more 
bold. Some endeavored to break through 
our fence and again a most firm stand 
had to be taken to avoid incidents. That 
night we were much in prayer for the 
following day, as our path lay directly 
through the center of these people’s 
villages. Guards were posted as usual 
and not without due reason, for at 10.30 
that evening they noticed four natives 
who had silently crept to the border 
of our camp. Upon realization that 
they had been seen, they let out pierc- 
ing yells and fled away into the night. 

Thursday, February 3, found us ready 
to hit the trail by 6.05 am. This day 
we hoped to reach and cross the large 
Baliem River. We had not trekked far 
before we came to a junction of the 
path. The natives desired us to follow 
the westerly direction, whereas we felt 
more led to take the path to the north. 
After a short word of prayer among 
ourselves, beseeching the Lord for wis- 
dom, the natives suddenly offered to 
take us the northerly way. We con- 
tinued on, therefore, through great 
sweet potato gardens, over numerous 
fences, and crossing an untold number 
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of big drainage ditches several feet in 
depth, over small, slippery logs. As we 
moved forward slowly, being greatly 
handicapped by all the obstacles found 
on the trail, more and more natives 
thronged around us. Many heavily 
walled villages were passed, with the 
women and children peering out at the 
party through the cracks. By noon we 
were abreast of our landmark, the pyra- 
mid-shaped mountain. Its _ limesténe 
sides rose almost perpendicularly for 
two hundred meters. Soon we had 
passed directly under it. 

Here for some reason the path com- 
pletely vanished, and the hatives indi- 
cated that the only way to the junction 
of the Baliem and* Worak rivers lay 
directly ahead through high grass and 
swampland. We had no alternative 
but to allow them to lead us and to 
commit ourselves into the Lord’s hand 
for safekeeping. We loaned several 
of the natives bush knives, and with 
these they commenced to cut aside and 
trample down the high grass. The going 
was indescribably tough. Again and 
again we would sink down in deep mud, 
rendering us, for a few minutes, com- 
pletely helpless. This became most try- 
ing on our nerves, for while we were 
endeavoring to clamber out of a diffi- 
cult position with our weighty packs 
on our backs, and our guns in hand, 
it left us wide open to attack, especially 
the man’who was walking rear guard. 
Added to this, the grass became so 
thick, the reed So high—at least twenty 
feet—that only a narrow archway was 
forced through it, causing a dark and 
oppressive atmosphere, 

Most unexpectedly we entered into 
a clearing at the edge of a small river 
where a village was situated. We crossed 
over a narrow rope bridge and imme- 
diately re-entered the high reed. It 
gave us a most uncomfortable feeling 
to see the natives, who had previously 
been leading us, take another direction 
around to the side. A few strange and 
evil-featured natives then took the lead, 
while a greater number of others seemed 
to close up at the rear. They were con- 
tinually gesturing with their hands one 
to the other, and making signs which 
seemed to indicate that they were in- 
tending to attack the party. They cer- 
tainly would have found no better place 
to do so. We kept a constant check 
by compass of our direction, which con- 
tinued to head toward the Baliem, and 
our hearts were lifted up in constant 
prayer that the Lord would get us 
through safely. 

Suddenly we emerged from the dense 
reed through which we had been forcing 
our way, to find ourselves in a great 
wood, Directly before us an opening 
had been cleared away, similar in size 
to that which we had passed through 
in the reed only a day previous. At 
least forty older men sat hunched upon 
the ground in five rows, all facing two 
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wooden racks which had been placed 
near the center of the clearing. A most 
devilish atmosphere prevailed which 
caused a wave of uneasiness to sweep 
over us. We were ordered to halt, but 
found it most unwise to do so, and I 
gave orders for the entire party to move 
hurriedly on. Undoubtedly Satan was 
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endeavoring to enlist all his forces to 
hinder the messengers of the cross, but 
praise be to God, He brought us out 
with a mighty arm. The prayers of 
God’s children prevailed and ten min- 
utes later found us safely at the bank 
of the Baliem. 


(To be continued) 


Billy Graham's Some Greater London Crusade 


“God's praying people can change the worldl’”’” 


. 


By HARRY LIU 


Mr. Liu is a Christian Chinese representing the Pocket Testament League, 
whose American address is 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10. He is ona 
deputation trip that includes London, Paris, Bangkok, Singapore, In- 
donesia, Manila, Hong Kong, Formosa, Australia, and New Zealand, 
and later will be writing for Tres readers two more articles giving 
incidents and observations in connection with his trip. 


T WAS my privilege to .attend the 

press conference at the Waldorf 
Hotel in London on May 12, prior to 
the opening meeting of the second 
Greater London Crusade to be con- 
ducted by Dr. Billy Graham and his 
team in the Empire Stadium at Wembley, 
May 14 to 21. About one hundred news- 
papermen were present and listened 


. with rapt attention to the brief report 


of Dr. Graham’s recently concluded 
Scottish Crusade. Last year, many of 
them were critical; this time, they were, 
as one religious weekly put it, “as mild 
as milk.” Dr. Graham reminded his 
hearers of the time when certain wicked 
cities were destroyed, although God had 
promised to save them if only ten right- 
eous people could be found. “Today,” 
he said, “God’s praying people can 
change the world!” In the recent Scot- 
tish campaign the relay system of broad- 
casting the message was used especially 
in Ireland, where in true Irish style, 
the people “fought to get into the relay 
meetings to hear Billy Graham!” Dr. 
Graham requested Christian friends in 
America and everywhere to pray that 
Christ might be glorified. He said, “He 
must increase but I must decrease.” 


MINISTERS’ MEETING 


The breath of God filled the Royal 
Festival Hall as some 2,500 ministers 
from different denominations came to 
hear the young American evangelist. 
Anglican dignitaries in flowing robes 
were there, Baptist, Methodist, Congre- 
gational, and Church of Scotland min- 
isters, all were there, as were also 
Brethren elders, Salvation Army officers, 
and Mission Hall leaders. They were 
led in prayer by a Methodist leader, 
to whose words, “We don’t care who is 
second as long as the Lord Jesus Christ 
is first,” one could sense a silent “Amen!” 
The Bishop of Barking, chairman of the 
meeting, said, “Dr. Graham is a man set 
apart by God, a man of humility and 
sincerity.” Beverly Shea sang, “The 


Ninety and Nine,” and Dr. Graham 
preached on Matthew 18:1-12, reminding 
the ministers that the “Son of man is 
come to save that which was lost.” The 
breath of God came down in a mighty 
way when the invitation was given for 
rededication and fresh anointing of the 
Spirit, and almost 2,500 hands were 
raised. 
BisHop OF BARKING’S RECEPTION 

At the Church House, Westminster, 
the Bishop of Barking, Mrs. Gough, and 
Lord and Lady Luke invited seven hun- 
dred leading churchmen and their wives 
to meet Dr. and Mrs. Graham. The red- 
coated lackey announced the names of 
each guest as he or she came in, and 
told them, “You must shake hands with 
six people before you get a cup of tea!” 
At the meeting Dr. Graham said, “I am 
glad to shake your hand, but I am glad 
to see the end of the line.” Then he 
spoke from Psalm 23, “He restoreth my 
soul.” “Only Christ can do this. He 
came to this world to die for our sins. 
He shed His blood on Calvary that we 
might be delivered from our sins, When 
we believe on His atoning blood, our 
sins are forgiven. A man told me a 
little while ago he was a new man in 
Christ. The Bible says, ‘Jesus is the 
Way.’” In a closing word, the. Bishop 
appealed to those present to pray for 
the Wembley Campaign. He and Dr. 
Graham, that afternoon, lunched with 
eighteen editors of London newspapers 
that have a combined circulation of 
45,000,000. These men, if they decided 
to write more about the Good News, 
could exercise a great influence in the 
world. 

WEMBLEY MEETINGS 

Inside that great stadium, on the right, 
at the top, was a Christian flag, and on 
the left, a sign reading, “I am the way, 
the ‘truth, and the life” (John 14:6). A 
choir of three thousand voices stirringly 
sang, “Blessed Assurance.” Cliff Bar- 
rows read the Scripture, John 3:16, 17, 
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and George Beverly Shea sang, “He’s 
Got the Whole Wide World in His 
Hands.” Billy Graham’s opening re- 
marks to the crowd of 50,000 who had 
gathered in the rain to hear him, were, 
“You are a wonderful people to gather 
here under the rain. This is the same 
British spirit that stood for the bombs 
during the war. This is also an indica- 
tion of a great hunger for God.” He 
preached on Acts 17:16. “Idolatry is 
not only to be found on the mission field. 
If you spend more time reading the 
newspaper than the Bible, you are com- 
mitting idolatry. There is no way to 
God apart from Christ. If the Queen 
wants you to do something, she gives you 
a command. ‘God . . . commandeth all 
men every where to repent’ (Acts 17:30). 
God is King of kings. When He com- 
mands we must obey. The Bible says, 
we have all sinned. The Bible says we 
must repent. The Bible says God is 
ready to forgive you if you repent. Just 
like a tape recording—if you turn it 
back it will erase all that is on it, so 
God will cleanse your sins if you re- 
pent and believe on Jesus.” It was an 
amazing sight to see some 3,000 come 
forward. 

The second day God worked again. 
Many prayers had been offered during 
the night. An all-night prayer meeting 
was attended by more than three hun- 
dred. Again it rained, but it was heart 
warming ,to hear 65,000 people singing, 
“To God Be the Glory.” Billy’s opening 
remark was, “A _ spiritual awakening 
can contribute to world peace. If you 
repent of your sins and receive Jesus 
Christ, you are born again.” He preached 
on Luke 14:15-20. He dealt with ex- 
cuses. Again he pointed to the great 
sign, “Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the 
truth, and the life,’” and again almost 
3,000 people went forward at the in- 
vitation. 

On Wednesday night, Cliff Barrows 
led the choir of 3,000 voices in singing, 
“The Lord’s Prayer,” while some 60,000 
stood in the spirit of prayer. George 
Beverly Shea, America’s beloved Gos- 
pel singer, sang, “Wonderful Peace.” 
Greetings from Scotland were an- 
nounced, “All Scotland is praying for 
you.” Offering remarks—“The penny 
said to the shilling, You may be good- 
looking, but I go to church oftener than 
you do.” Dr. Graham preached on John 
5:1-9, picturing the sick man at the pool 
of Bethesda as a type of the whole 
world, and, pointing them to Jesus, he 
said, “If Jesus asks you, ‘Wilt thou be 
made whole?’ what is your answer? If 
you say ‘Yes,’ Jesus will save you here 
and now.” Again over 3,000 came for- 
ward. 

CLouD oF WITNESSES 

“The reiteration by Dr. Graham of, 
‘The Bible says’ has made many thou- 
sands in the British Isles interested in 
reading the Holy Scriptures. This re- 
turn to the reading of the Scirptures 
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will yield blessing in years to come.”— 
C. A. Baker, General Secretary, Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission. 

“Above and beyond all was the sheer 
thrill of attending the meetings, catch- 
ing the vision of Holy Ghost evangelism, 
seeing daily answers to prayer in the 
conversion of relatives, friends, and 
business associates.”—Stephen F. Olford, 
pastor, Duke Street Baptist Church. 


“I have just listened to the testimony 
of a missionary recruit for southeast 
Asia, which began: ‘Nine years ago, 
when Billy Graham visited Great Bri- 
tain, I was converted through his min- 
istry.’ The return visits of God’s servant 
to these islands in 1954 and 1955 have 
brought spiritual .awakening to thou- 
sands—many of these are young peo- 
ple, and we may confidently expect God 
to call numbers of them to carry the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. Other 
Christian young people, enrolled as 
counselors, stewards, choir members, 
are finding their hearts drawn to Chris- 
tian service as they witness to what God 
can do through the simple, but powerful 
presentation of the Gospel. Evangelical 
revivals of the past have never remained 
localized, they have overflowed in 
streams of blessing across a needy 
world. Nor will the outpoured bless- 
ing in these glorious days of Gospel 
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power be contained in these islands, it 
will pour out in a God-directed flow of 
dedicated service in world-wide bless- 
ing. To God be the glory!—George A. 
Scott, Home Director, China Inland Mis- 
sion. 

“I am a buyer in a well-known Lon- 
don department store. I was challenged 
by Billy Graham’s message, ‘What shall 
it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?’ I asked 
the Lord Jesus to come into my heart. 
I have found perfect happiness and 
peace.”—Mrs. I, Hicks. 

“The attendance at Mr. Graham's 
meetings in Britain this year, including 
that in churches where the meetings 
were relayed, totaled 3,139,365, with 
52,253 decisions; in London attendance, 
450,000, and 23,806 decisions.”—Daily 
Telegraph, May 23, 1955 

“The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh attended divine service this morn- 
ing in the private chapel in the Royal 
Lodge. Dr. William Graham preached 
the sermon.”—The London Times, May 
23, 1955. 

“The Queert hears Billy Graham. Dr. 
Graham took for his text Acts 27:25, 
‘Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer.’ ”— 
The Daily Mail, May 23, 1955. 

New York Ciry. 


Getting the Gospel to the Blind 


Supplying Christian literature to those in physical darkness 


HE Gospel Ministry to the Blind was 
begun in 1936 and is a faith work, 
bringing the message of salvation to the 
blind through the Braille. All our 
Braille literature is sent out free to the 
blind around the world, this being. a 
world-wide mission. The work is sup- 
ported by freewill offerings of the Lord’s 
people. None of our Braille is sold. To 
date, the following languages have been 
put into Braille: English, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, French, Dutch, German, Swedish, 
and Hausa for Nigeria. Most of our 
Braille literature is in tracts, Scripture 
portions, and Bible study courses. A 
plate, or so-called master copy, is made, 
and from that duplicate copies are run 
through a Braille press here at home. 
Two Bible study courses of the Moody 
Bible Institute Correspondence School 
have been put into Braille. Moody is 
giving these courses free to the blind 


‘around the world wherever they can 


read English Braille. The work is done 
here, including shellacking and binding 
of the sheets into booklets. The Braille 
Circulating Library of Richmond, Va., 
sends the lessons out, and the Moody 
Bible Institute corrects the examinations 
and issues the certificate. “Introduc- 
tory Bible Study Course” and “Scripture 
Truth” have been finished, and now a 


By ANNA VANDER VALK 


third course is in the making, namely, 
“The Glories of Christ in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews.” There is a great long- 
ing among the blind for Bible study 
courses and Christian literature. There 
is plenty of the secular but very little 
of Christian literature in Braille. _ 

Last year a plate was made for eight- 
een Christmas carols and over thirty 
copies have been sent out to the blind. 
Several letters of thanks and apprecia- 
tion have been received from the blind 
for the carols and Bible study lessons. 

Since November, 1953, 5,454 sheets of 
Braille have gone through the press. 
Many reprints are being made of the 
“Introductory Bible Study Course.” Also 
twenty copies of Dr. Oswald Smith’s 
sermon, “The Roman Catholic Bible Has 
the Answer,” were sent to the Peoples 
Church at Toronto, Can. Then ninety 
tracts, fifteen copies each of three in 
French and three in Spanish were sent 
to the radio department of the Belgium 
Gospel Mission at Brussels, Belgium. 

Opportunity has been afforded’ to 
speak in a few churches about the work. 
There was a little response for volun- 
teers, and at present two ladies are com- 
ing for lessons in transcribing Braille. 
Many more students are needed. The 


(Continued on page 537) 
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E Growth of Indigenous Chris- 
tianity—Dr. Andrew Macbeath, 
traveling in Nigeria, writes to the 

Life of Faith of the work of the Sudan 
United Mission in Nigeria: 

“It is the swiftness of the progress 
and the ripeness of many African lead- 
ers that takes away one’s breath. In 
their packed village churches you notice 
in an instant the difference in Christians, 
still more in their children, and even 
more yet in the faces of the women 
who are Christians. What a rich group 
these Christian women were in some 
of the churches that most made my 
heart to sing!” 

He contrasts the Yoruba women with 
the Moslem women. They are great and 
successful traders with such a passion 
for education that they often finance for 
their sons and nephews the most ex- 
pensive education Britain has to offer. 
The Iboe women are of the same type, 
and their brothers have widely abolished 
the African system of chieftains, sup- 
planting it with self-governing commu- 
nities. 

So in India. Dr. Sir William Wanless 
founded the great Presbyterian Hospital 
in Miraj sixty years ago, and it has had 
a distinguished and useful history ever 
since. It is delightful to learn that it 
is now operated by a dedicated group 
of Indian Christian doctors and nurses. 
Spiritual fellowship is deepening. Every 
week for four years members of the 
hospital staff, doctors, nurses, evange- 
lists, and lay workers, have met at sun- 
set time to pray for patients by name and 
to share their burdens. Much of the teach- 
ing and supervision of student nurses, 
médical care of leprosy patients, X-ray 
department, general surgery, obstetrics, 
the majority of the board of managers 
are all in charge of qualified Indians. 
All the outstation dispensaries have be- 
come small independent hospitals in 
charge of Miraj-trained personnel. 

The All-Kerala Christian Fellowship, 
interdenominational, in the Travancore 
area, S. India, has sent its first mission- 
ary to Tibet, a young man trained at 
the Yeotmal Seminary, 


When man intervenes in God’s mar- 
velous processes the animal and plant 
life are endangered. Time of December 
20 reports the effects of H-bomb explo- 
sion: 

Vast amounts of nitric acid are re- 
leased, enough to acidify rain over great 
areas with adverse effect on vegetation. 

A single explosion throws a billion 
tons of pulverized material which may 
cut the strength of sunlight and, by 
changing rainfall, alter climate. 

Radioactive carbon 14 is increased. 


This enters plants and eventually ani- 
mals and men. It may have important 
genetic effects, thus altering the unborn 
generations. 

Charles Noel-Martin, French scientist, 
thinks weather bureaus have been tip- 
ped off not to discuss these things for 
fear of alarming men everywhere. 

The great geneticist, Dr. A. H. Sturte- 
vant of the California Institute of Tech- 
nology, confirms this: “There is no pos- 
sible escape from the conclusion that 
the bombs already exploded will ulti- 
mately _ result in the production of 
numerous defective individuals, if the 
human race survives for many genera- 
tions.” Prof. Otto Hahn, who split the 
atom in the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in 
1937, told Martin Niemoeller: “It is no 
real problem to build a bomb which on 
going off will make the whole surface of 
our planet uninhabitable for any human 
being.” 

Chemical and Engineering News, Au- 
gust 2, 1954, described biological warfare 
as “essentially public health and pre- 
ventive medicine in reverse. . . . It is 
handy and inexpensive. It kills animals, 
men, and crops without blowing them 
to bits. It can be used against civilians 
who have no knowledge of them. By 
destroying crops and debilitating indi- 
viduals it would soon bring nations to 
their knees.” 


An Interpretation from Abram Poljak. 
—“We read in the first chapter of Reve- 
lation, ‘I John . . . was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day.’ Some have taken for 
granted that this means the Sabbath, or 
Sunday. 

“This expression, ‘the Lord’s day,’ is 
far from being of minor importance. 
Its true meaning should be made clear. 


The day of the Lord is neither the Sab-- 


bath nor Sunday, but designates the 
Messianic Millennial Kingdom, 

“In Scripture, Sabbath has no other 
meaning than a day of rest. Exodus 
20:10: ‘In it thou shalt do no work.’ 
What the Bible means by ‘the day of 
the Lord’ is described in the following 
passages: 

“*Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is 
at hand; it shall come as a destruction 
from the Almighty’ (Isa. 13:6). 

“‘For the day of the Lord is great 
and very terrible; and who can abide 
it?’ (Joel 2:11.) 

“*‘The day of the Lord is darkness, 
and not light’ (Amos 5:18). 

“‘Before the great and the terrible 
day of the Lord come’ (Joel 2:31; Acts 
2:20). 

“‘For yourselves know perfectly that 
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the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night’ (1 Thess, 5:2). 

“But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night’ (2 Pet. 3:10). 

“What John meant, then, was that, 
being on Patmos, he was in the Spirit 
transported to the ‘day of the Lord’ 
He saw the millennium to come; had a 
vision of that which would take place 
in the day of the Lord. That which he 
saw has been handed down to us as the 
Apocalypse of John. 

“The day of the Lord, as John de- 
scribed it in the Revelation, will com- 
prise: 

“Night. The combat of Satan and 
Michael in the heavens and on earth, 
Armageddon (Rev. 12:7, 8; 16:12-16). 

“Day. The return of Christ and estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom (Rev. 19: 11-21: 
20: 1-10). . 

“This Kingdom will endure a thousand 
years. It will occupy the seventh mil- 
lennium after the creation of Adam.” 


“We are Bible followers: we are Chris- 
tians: we are Indian,” is the motto on 
the Crusader, organ of converted Cath- 
olics of Mangalore, India. Then they 
add, “Quit India, Romanism.” 

They give pictures of this Romanism 
in India, as in an account of a 1954 pil- 
grimage to Mount Mary’s shrine out- 
side of Bombay. As it was the Marian 
Year, great crowds, not only of Roman 
Catholics but also of Hindus, Moslems, 
and Parsees, flocked thither from all over 
India. More than five hundred, chiefly 
women, came from Karachi with painted 
faces and plastic badges _ inscribed, 
“Marian Year: Karachi to Bombay.” 
Mountains of gold and silver and also 
wax legs, hands, eyes, tongues, and so 
forth were poured out before the image 
of Mary in return for supposed cures. 


‘On September 25 at midnight a large 
procession was organized from Bombay 
to the shrine at Bandra, a distance of ten 
miles, with much shouting and singin; 
along the roads. Collections of money 
for Mary were taken on the march. 

“The gracious Cardinal has now ordered 
his Mount Mary Madonna to come down 
from the altar to visit all the churches 
of Bombay and to stay with them one 
day and one night at every place, Even 
Hindus are now flocking into the 
churches of Bombay to meet this lady. 
Thousands of rupees are collected in 
each church. Her visits will end on 
December 3. Then she will go back 
again to her throne at Bandra.” 

So is the Roman variety of heathenism 
and idolatry added to that of India, reek- 
ing with idolatry, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JULY 17. EZEKIEL AND THE EARLIER CAPTIVITY 


2 Kings 24:8-16, 25:27-30; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1-4; 3:11-15; 11:14-20; 18:30-32; printed text, 2 Kings 
24:8-15a; Ezekiel 1:2, 3; 18:30-32 


Golden Text.—Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.—Ezek. 18:30 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 24:8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. 
And his mother’s name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elna- 
than of Jerusalem. 

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lorp, 
according to all that his father had done. 

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the 
city, and his servants did besiege it. 

12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king 
of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his 
princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him 
in the eighth year of his reign. 

13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house 
of the Lorp, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in 
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel 
had made in the temple of the Lorp, as the Lorp had said. 

14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, 
and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, 


% < 


and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the 
poorest sort of the people of the land. 
15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. 


Ezek. 1:2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

3 The word of the Lorp came expressly unto Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar; and the hand of the Lorp was there upon him. 


Chap. 18:30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
every one according to his ways, saith the Lord Gop. Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin. ’ 

31 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new 
spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? P 

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord Gop: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ZEKIEL was a priest, and was one 
E of those taken captive to Baby- 

lon by Nebuchadnezzar along with 
King Jehoiachin and his mother and the 
upper classes of the population of Jeru- 
salem. That the prophet’s captivity was 
not marked by servile bondage is clear 
from the fact that he had freedom to 
go and come at will in the exercise of 
his ministry. He had his own house, 
apparently at Tel-abib on the River Che- 
bar (3:15, 23). Moreover, the Jews still 
had their “elders,” who had liberty to 
consult with the prophet (8:1). 

Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry began in 
the fifth year of Jehoiachin’s (and his 
own) captivity, when he was thirty 
years old—that is, if the first time notice 
in the Book refers to the prophet’s age. 
The year, then, would be about 595 B.C. 
Since the last of Ezekiel’s oracles is 
dated in the twenty-seventh year of his 
exile (29:17), he must have ministered 
for a period of twenty-two years. Like 
Jeremiah, therefore, he witn@ssed, though 
from a distance, the end of the kingdom 
of Judah. Until that time, he supported 
Jeremiah in his warnings of further 
judgment. 

During his exile, and while engaged in 
his prophetic ministry, Ezekiel suffered 
the loss of his wife (24:18), but this 
was not allowed to interfere with the 
pursuit of the task laid upon him. 


The destruction of Jerusalem and the 
cessation of the kingdom marked a 
turning point in the ministry of Ezekiel. 
Up to that time his prophecies were of 
judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem. 
This period covers, in general, the first 
thirty-two chapters. Then the tone 
changes, and Ezekiel prophesies concern- 
ing restoration and salvation. This is 
the main theme of chapters thirty-three 
to forty-eight. In each of these main 
divisions, however, there are oracles con- 
cerning the heathen nations. In the first 
division they are gathered together in 
a group (chaps. 25-32), while in the sec- 
ond division they are intermingled with 
prophecies of Israel’s recovery as far 
as chapter thirty-nine, after which 
everything concentrates on the reorgan- 
ization of the restored nation. 

The vivid and colorful symbolism of 
Ezekiel is a remarkable feature of his 
Book. Even Daniel and the Revelation can 
scarcely match it. This calls for caution 
in interpretation. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 24:8.—“Jehoiachin . , . reigned 
in Jerusalem three months. And his 
mother’s name was Nehushta ..:” Je- 
hoiachin’s father had rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar, so the young king in- 
herited the political situation which cut 
his reign short. There will be further 
notice of his mother. 

Verse 9.—“And he did . . . evil in the 


sight of the Lord .. . all that his father 
had done.” He continued the’ wicked 


policies of his father, and so merited 
the judgment which came upon him. 

Verse 10.—“. . . the servants of Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came up 
against Jerusalem ...” This was doubt- 
less the punitive expedition sent to pun- 
ish Jehoiakim’s rebellion. 


Verse 11—"“And Nebuchadnezzar ... 
came against the city .. .” Nebuchad- 
nezzar came for the last push, so that 
he would be accounted the victor. Com- 
pare 2 Samuel 12: 26-30. 


Verse 12.—“‘And Jehoiachin .. . went 
out to the king of Babylon, he, and his 
mother ... the king of Babylon took 
him in the eighth year of his reign.” 
Jehoiachin would not stoop to surrender 
to Nebuchadnezzar’s officers, but he sur- 
rendered to Nebuchadnezzar himself. 
Notice that his mother went with him, 
along with his whole court and men of 
high rank. The “eighth year” refers to 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. 


Verse 13.—“‘And .. . all the treasures 
of the house of the Lord .. . which 
Solomon king of Israel had made .. .” 
Compare Daniel 1:1. Nebuchadnezzar 
now made a clean sweep of the treas- 
ures in his second raid. 


Verse 14—“And he carried away all 
Jerusalem ... none remained, save the 
poorest sort of the people of the land.” 
This was the second stage of the Cap- 
tivity. For the first stage see Daniel 
1:3, 4. 

Verse 15.—“And he carried away Je- 
hoiachin to Babylon, and the king’s 
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mother .. .’ Compare Jehoahaz (23:33), 
and Jehoiakim (Jer. 22:18, 19), and Zede- 
kiah (2 Kings 25:7). 

Ezek. 1:1.—Now it came to pass in the 
thirtieth year . . . among the captives 
by.the river of Chebar .. , I saw visions 
of God.” While some dispute that “the 
thirtieth year” refers to Ezekiel’s age 
when the prophetic vision first came 
to him, there seems little reason for 
its meaning anything else. 

Verse 2.—“In .. . the fifth year of king 
Jehoiachin’s captivity.” The captivity of 
Jehoiachin marked a new era in Ezek- 
,iel’s life, for he was one of those taken 
at that time. His life thereafter was 
lived among those of the Captivity. 

Verse 3.—“The word of the Lord came 
expressly unto Ezekiel .. . by the river 
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was 
there upon him.” The identity of the 
river istin dispute. Notice the emphatic 
“expressly,” and the phrase which is 
used repeatedly in the Book—‘“the hand 
of the Lord,” signifying that God’s power 
took hold of: Ezekiel. 

Chap. 18:30.—“Therefore I will judge 
you, O house of Israel... Repent... 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin.” Fol- 
lowing God’s defense of His justice and 
equity (vs, 25-29) comes a warning of 
judgment on an individual basis, and a 
call to repentance lest their transgres- 
sions prove their utter ruin. 

Verse 31—“Cast away from you all 
your transgressions .. . and make you 
a new heart... for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel?” Repentance involves 
not only a turning from evil practices, 
but a change of heart attitude. Only 
such repentance can avert the threat- 
ened judgment of death. 

Verse 32.—‘For I have no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God...” It is in no spirit of vin- 
dictive revenge that God metes out judg- 
ment. His delight is to save. Therefore 
He waits and pleads, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth,” said the Lord through 
Ezekiel (18:32). His dealings with Judah 
were proof of that. He bore long with 
their iniquities, ‘their transgressions, 
their rebellions. Even when the doom of 
the backsliding nation was_ sealed, 
through the squalor of sin into which 
Manasseh brought it (2 Kings 24:3, 4), 
God still postponed judgment, and sent 
a good king, Josiah, to call the people 
back to Himself. But the abandon with 
which they ran after Josiah’s wicked 
sons showed how superficial was their 
obedience. Still God hasted not in judg- 
ment, but brought it upon them grad- 
ually, if perchance they would come to 
themselves, acknowledge their sin, and 
turn from their evil ways. 

The Captivity, long threatened, was 
effected in three stages. In the days 
of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar came 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. July 10.—Habakkuk’s Faith Tested. 
Habakkuk 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. July 24.—The Southern Kingdom 
Overthrown. 2 Kings 24:20b to 
25:21; Jeremiah 38:1 to 39:14 








against Jerusalem. At first he designed 
to take the king captive to Babylon (2 
Chron. 36:6), but changed his mind, and 
instead took a number of the “king’s 
seed, and of the princes” (Dan. 1:3) and 
some of the vessels of thee Temple (2 
Chron. 36:7). Neither the king nor the 
people took warning, and after three 
years Jehoiakim rebelled, so reopening 
the war with Nebuchadnezzar. On the 
death of Jehoiakim (Jer. 22:18, 19), his 
son Jehoiachin came to the throne, just 
in time to meet the full force of the 
punitive expedition from Babylon. He 
and his mother surrendered, with the 
court, and a great portion of the upper 
classes was carried captive, including 
Ezekiel. Still the nation did not repent, 
but followed Zedekiah in rebellion 
against God, and finally against Nebu- 
chadnezzar, bringing upon themselves 
the full fury of judgment, when the city 
was sacked, the kingdom brought to 
an end, and the king, blinded and 
chained, carried into lifelong captivity 
(2 Kings 25:1-21). 


But the long-suffering of God was not 
content to be slow in judgment. In the 
meantime God had His witnesses, call- 
ing the people to repentance. The peo- 
ple, encouraged by false prophets, re- 
fused to believe that their nation could 
come to an end. Trusting to alliances 
with Egypt and others, they were al- 
ways sure that they could break the 
yoke of Babylon. But God set His serv- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT two prophets were of the 
priestly line? 

2. What notable prophet was carried 
to Babylon with the ‘first group of cap- 
tives from Judah? 

3. With which group of captives was 
Ezekiel taken to Babylon? ° 

4. Where was Ezekiel’s “home” during 
his exile? 

5. What notable event marked a great 
change in the ministry of Ezekiel? 

6. How was Jehoiachin related to 
Josiah? 

7. What was the nature of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s expedition against Jehoiachin? 

8. How did Jehoiachin end his days? 

9. How old was Ezekiel when he was 
taken captive? 

10. What is the double action of re- 
pentance? 

(Answers on page. 534) 
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ant Jeremiah in the midst of His people 
in Jerusalem, and Ezekiel in the midst 
of His captive people in Babylon, to keep 
His message alive and warn them of 
the doom ahead. Both these priestly 
prophets were as voices crying in the 
wilderness. The people preferred their 
false prophets, and their false hopes, 
and their false ways, tiil the long-suffer- 
ing of God could no longer endure their 
obdurate unbelief. 

God’s judgment may be slow, but it is 
sure. God is not to be trifled with. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, A prophet’s situation (2 Kings 24:8-15) 
2. A prophet’s call (Ezek. 1:1-3) 

3. A prophet’s message (18:30-32) 


Topics for Development 

Ezekiel and Daniel. Here were two 
young men who had these things in 
common—that they were both God-fear- 
ing men, that they were both snatched 
from their homes and carried as cap- 
tives to Babylon, and that in the land 
of their exile they had visions from God 
concerning the future. But there are 
also some differences. Daniel was a 
prince of the blood royal, while Ezekiel 
was a priest of the house of Aaron. Dan- 
iel was taken with the first group of 
prisoners, in the days of Jehoiakim, 
while Ezekiel was taken with the second 
group, at the same time as Jehoiachin. 
Daniel was elevated to a place of honor 
and dignity in Babylon, while Ezekiel 
sat with his brethren of the captivity. 
Daniel lived to see the beginnings of 
the restoration under Cyrus (Dan, 6:28; 
2 Chron. 36:22, 23), but there is no rec- 
ord of Ezekiel’s living till that time. 
Daniel was not a prophet to his people 
as was Ezekiel, and it is interesting to 
know that in the Hebrew canon Daniel 
is not included among the Prophets, but 
is in the section known as the Kethub- 
him, or the Writings. 

Ezekiel and Jeremiah. God works at 
both ends of the line. It is remarkable 
that Ezekiel should have been taken 
captive, and in the land of his exile 
made God’s mouthpiece to those of the 
Captivity, while Jeremiah was left in 
Judah to speak God’s word to those who 
still resided there, until he accompanied 
the disobedient remnant to Egypt. So 
one went northeast, and the other went 
southwest. They were both prophets 
whose messages bore heavily on sin and 
impending disaster, and were resisted by 
false prophets who held out false hopes 
to the people. There can be no doubt 
that Ezekiel Was acquainted with Jere- 
miah and his ministry before he him- 
self was taken to Babylon, afid thus be- 
fore he had himself been called to the 
prophetic office. The two must have 
had strong drawings to each other, since 
they were companions in tribulation, 
suffering for the same cause. But both 
had a message of hope. Beyond the 
gloom there was light, and their eagle 
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eyes looked down the centuries to the 
coming glory. 
Practical Applications 

If God is silent, He is not dead, but 
only long-suffering. 

If judgment is slow, it is sure. 
trifle, 

Though the mills of God grind slowly, 

yet they grind exceeding small; 

Though with patience He stands waiting, 

With exactness grinds He all. 

Ezekiel] measures time from his cap- 
tivity. A better way is to measure time 
from our liberation—‘“since I have been 
redeemed.” 

Don’t grope in uncertainty; seek the 
“express” word of the Lord (Ezek. 1:3). 

A new heart will assure new Conduct 
(Ezek. 18:31). 


Golden Text 

Ezek. 18:30,—“Repent, and turn your- 
selves from all your transgressions; so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin.” How 
foolish to continue in the way whose 
end is ruin, when an about-face would 
set one in the way of life and blessing! 


ELMuHurRsT, ILL, 


Don't 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 
“Sinners Jesus Will Reeeive”’ 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, Thy will is that 
none should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. We thank Thee for 
Thy warnings, Thy Gospel invitation, and 
Thy readiness to welcome, pardon, 
cleanse, and relieve all who repent and 
turn to Christ. Deliver us from pre- 
ferring our sins to our Saviour. Deliver 
us from refusing Thy call and ruining 
ourselves. Use the preaching and teach- 
ing of Thy Word today both here and 
in every place to draw sinners and back- 
sliders to Thyself. Do Thy compassion- 
ate best for the sad, the sick, the lonely, 
and the needy. Give wisdom and help 
to all upright rulers and leaders of men. 
Make the homes of the nation to be 
places of reverence, truth, honor, love, 
and devotion to Thyself. Restrain the 
workers of iniquity and prosper all who 
labor to spread the Gospel and to lead 
men to live as Christians. Forgive us 
our sins. Keep us from falling. Guide 
us into all.Thy will for our lives, and 
bring soon the Kingdom of Thy dear 
Son. In His name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—To his fellow cap- 
tives in Babylon Ezekiel cried: “Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions; so shall iniquity not be your 
ruin.” He was driving home the lesson 
of their captivity. It had befallen them 
because of the sins that ravaged their 
nation. But God cared about them still 
and called each one to repent and turn 
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from his sins. Otherwise their sin would 
be their ruin. 

Four years ago a young man was exe- 
cuted for committing murder while en- 
gaged in a robbery. A few days before 
his execution he sent out a warning to 
young men about to begin a life of crime, 
The heart of what he said was that per- 
sistent sinning brings our ruin. “Crime 
does not pay,” he said, “and there is no 
fun in finding out the hard way. I 
started young. The first thing I stole 
was a pair of skates; then it got worse, 
until now I have only a few days to 
live.” 





We may not dismiss that young man’s 
THEY 


wo Fan TQ Repent 


AIL 











warning because we have never tangled 
with the law and do not expect to. What 
about God’s laws? That young murderer 


said, “I’ve always lived my life my way’ 


and never thought how wrong I was.” 
God’s Word says, “We have turned every 
‘one to his own way”; that is, to ways of 
our own sinful choosing, well knowing 
them to be wrong ways. Our natural 
bent is to please ourselves though it 


(9) 529 


means displeasing God and breaking His 
Law. Often, too, we fail to see how 
wrong we are and what ruin must come 
to us at last if we fail to repent. There- 
fore, today, heed God’s Word and, lest 
your sin should be your ruin, “Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions.” 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Jehoiachin .. . did that which was 
evil. . .” (2 Kings 24:8, 9).—This eight- 
een-year-old king ignored all he had 
heard and read of the prosperity result- 
ing from the reigns of the godly mon- 
archs of Judah. He also turned a deaf 
ear to all the solemn warnings so faith- , 
fully uttered by the prophets of the 
Lord. In other words, he cared not for 
example, precept, or promise. 

In our previous lessons, we had our 
attention called to some godly teen-agers, 
but Jehoiachin was a wicked one. 

We have both types of teen-agers to- 
day. For the godly ones, we praise the 
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Lord; for the evil ones we pray and 
plead. 

Crime experts in New York threw up 
their hands horrified and completely 
baffled at a senseless rampage of mur- 
der and mayhem, by four teen-aged boys 
of Brooklyn. 

In the space of twelve days, the boys 
allegedly beat and kicked one man to 
death, tortured and drowned another, 
lashed young girls and viciously beat 
almost anyone who crossed their path. 
They roamed the parks like wild beasts, 
in search of prey. 

The leader of this brutal foursome is 
eighteen years of age! When confronted 
with the bruised, battered, and burned 
corpse of one of his victims, he turned 
away saying, “I feel sick”—not, “I feel 
sorry.” 

“At that time the servants of Nebu- 
chadnezzar . . . came up against Jeru- 
salem” (2 Kings 24:10).—The day of 
retribution comes sooner or later. In 
this case it must have been sooner than 
expected, for it was only three months 
after Jehoiachin’s coronation that Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s servants were sent to take 
him to Babylon “with the goodly vessels 
of the house of the Lord” (2 Chron. 
36:10). 

Jeremiah had predicted that this would 
happen; but the king paid no heed to 
the warning. Sin is a hardening thing. 
It can cause even a youth to hurl cau- 
tion to the winds, and plunge headlong 
to disaster. 


A Christian physician was once obliged 


to take shelter from an approaching 
storm in a combination grocery store 
and tavern. Two drunken men were 
there, and as the lightning flashed, they 
poured forth such a volley of fearful 
oaths that finally the proprietor said: 
“Gentlemen, I am not a Christian, but I 
want to say that your awful cursing is 
too much for me. God will strike you 
dead right here with a stroke of light- 
ning, if you do not hush your blasphe- 
mous oaths.” The leader of the two 
rolled up his sleeves, went to the door, 
cursed God, and defied Him. 

At that moment a blinding flash of 
lightning descended with a flame of fire. 
Quickly the light was gone and only 
smoke remained. In a moment that, too, 
had disappeared, and there lay God’s 
defier in a heap, just as an empty gar- 
mént when let loose would fall. The 
physician helped to lay the man out, 
and he said he did not believe there 
was a bone two inches long left un- 
broken in his body. 

“And he carried away ,.. ten thou- 
sand captives...” (2. Kings 24:14).—It 
could, no doubt, be said of these 10,000, 
“Like king, like people.” The king would 
naturally exert a powerful influence over 
his princes, mighty men, and craftsmen. 

Someone has said, “No human being 
can come into this world without increas- 
ing or diminishing the sum total of hu- 
man happiness.” 
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A lecturer, in the course of his address, 
said: “All have influence. Do not say 
that you have none.” Seeing a child 
in the arms of a man in the audience, 
the lecturer repeated, “Everybody has 
influence, even that little child”—point- 
ing to her. “That’s true,” cried the man. 
Everybody looked around at him. 

At the close, the man approached the 
lecturer and said: “I beg your pardon, 
sir, but I could not help saying what I 
did. I was a drunkard; but as I did 
not like going to the tavern alone, I 
used to carry this child with me. As 
I came near the tavern one night, hear- 
ing a great noise inside, she said, ‘Don’t 
go in, Father!’ ‘Hold your tongue, child.’ 
‘Please, Father, don’t go in.’ ‘Hold your 
tongue, I say.’ Presently I felt a big 
tear on my cheek. I could not go a step 
further, sir. I turned around and went 
home, and have never been in a tavern 
since—thank God for it. I am now a 
happy man, sir, and this little girl is 
the procuring cause. Indeed, she does 
have influence.” 

“In the fifth... year... the word 
of the Lord came .. .” (Ezek. 1:2, 3).— 
King Jehoiachin had been a captive in 
Babylon five years when the word of the 
Lord came to Ezekiel in the form of a 
vision. He said, “A whirlwind came out 
of the north” with a fire enfolding itself 
in it (v. 4). This was a message of judg- 
ment to those left behind in Judah. 
Babylon’s legions would come from the 
north, and destroy Jerusalem. , 

After Jehoiachin was deposed and 
taken to Babylon, Mattaniah, his uncle, 
whose name was ehanged to Zedekiah, 
was made king in Jerusalem. He was an 
evil character also, Warned’ by both 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he nevertheless 
continued in his evil course, and the 
judgment fell. 

“... Repent, and turn yourselves from 
all your transgressions . . .”, (Ezek. 18: 
30).—This chapter is considered by some 
to be the most important in the Book 
of Ezekiel. The Israelites in captivity 
were seeking to put the blame of their 
lot on the fathers. They said, “The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge.” The 
prophet labored to show them that such 
was not the case. Each person is re- 
sponsible for his own sins. And each 
one is responsible to repent and turn 
from his transgression, so that iniquity 
will not be his ruin. The Lord has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked. 
Repentance and faith on the part of the 
sinner give Him pleasure. Since the 
Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins and 
rose again, “there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth”’ (Luke 15:10). 

Wawona, CALIF, ; 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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Say, Fellows — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is the last half of the 

ninth inning, and the “visitors” have 
run up a score of:10 to 1 against the 
home team. Two men have struck out, 
and the fellow at the bat is the poorest 
hitter on the team.‘ The crowds are 
already leaving the grandstand and the 
bleachers; they don’t care to see the fin- 
ish; humiliating defeat is practically on 
the scoreboard. 

It is a baseball picture of the kingdom 
of Judah in this lesson, with one ex- 
ception: It is just possible that the weak 
batsman..might get on base with a hit, 
or a walk donated by a pitcher’s four 
balls, to be followed by a succession of 
hits bringing in ten runs, resulting in 
victory for the home team after all— 
possible but highly improbhble. 

But there was no such chance for Judah, 
Her doom was sealed. God’s patience 
with her backslidings had reached the 
limit. Beginning with Rehoboam, Solo- 
mon’s reckless son, we have covered, 
since April 17, about 375 years of these 
successive kings of Judah, sonfe partly 
good, most of them desperately evil— 
none of them permanently rooting idol- 
atry out of the kingdom. And that was 
fatal. God’s people had the Law and 
the prophets. They had the Ten Com- 
mandments,*and the Lord put the most 
important ones right at the top—the laws 
against idolatry. “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is’ in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; and 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my command- 
ments.” Those two Commandments are 
at the top of the list, and they were 
the ones that the people of Judah griev- 
ously and fatally disregarded. Now we 
can see why God permitted the enemies 
of Judah to ravage her land and take 
away her people into slavery. 

Fellows, we wonder how any people 
could be so foolish as to allow idols of 
wood and stone and metal to take the 
place of God Amighty—even if God had 
not clearly forbidden it. We say that 
is not only silly, but it is heathenish. 
And ‘yet, fellows, we may be just as 
bad and foolish—even worse, for we 
have a far clearer revelation of God’s 
grace and His mercy (through Jesus 
Christ) than they had. . But do we wor- 
ship idols? Listen: we do. Whenever 
we allow anything to come between God 
and ourselves, that thing becomes an 
idol. Whenever we allow anything to 
come between us and our clearly known 
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duty to God, that thing is an idol. And 
we are deceiving ourselves and commit- 
ting an outrage against God when we 
neglect Him or His laws or the prompt- 
ing of the Holy Spirit to some service 
or to restraint against some indulgence. 
That is idolatry. 

Let our prayer be: “Search me, O 
God, and know my heart: try me, and 
know my thoughts: and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting” (Psa. 139:23). 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
* oe 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW many of you girls like alarm 

clocks? What, none of you! I had 
better change the question. How many 
of you would get to the berry field or 
the bean patch on time, if there were 
no alarm clocks? Then even if you 
don’t like alarm clocks, you realize that 
they are valuable. Down in your heart 
you do like them, don’t you? Because 
you really need their warning call if 
you are to earn the money you will 
need when school starts. 

During the last fifty years of Judah's 
life as a nation, God sent different 
prophets to warn them that the hour 
of His judgment was near. Some, like 
Zephaniah and Habakkuk, gave one loud 
ring. Others, like Jeremiah and Ezek- 
iel, rang again and again, calling the 
Jews to repentance. They were not 
popular, but God will yet reward them 
for faithfully giving out Hits word. 

Jeremiah prophesied in the land of 
Palestine year after year, until Jeru- 
salem and the Temple were destroyed. 
Ezekiel’s ministry was to his fellow pris- 
oners in the land of Babylon. Both 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel were of the house 
of Levi, so Jeremiah could have served 
in the Temple at Jerusalem except for 
those in charge there who favored 
priests whose hearts were far from God 
and who preached that all was well. 

Ezekiel could not serve in the Temple 
because he had been carried captive to 
Babylon, where the only temples were 
those dedicated to horrible idols. How 
he must have longed to go back to the 
land of his birth, and to serve the Lord 
. in the beautiful Temple which King Sol- 
omon had built, which was the most 
beautiful building on earth! But that 
was not God’s plan for Ezekiel, 

Godly King Josiah was followed by 
three bad J’s. His son Jehoahaz reigned 
only three months, but that was long 
enough for 2 Kings 23:32 to tell us that 
he did evil in the sight of. the Lord! 
Then Pharaoh-nechoh came and cap- 
tured him, carrying him to Egypt, where 
he died. This Pharaoh made Jehoahaz’s 
brother king, calling him Jehoiakim. 
Jehoiakim had to pay tribute to Egypt 
till Nebuchadnezzar conquered the land 
between Palestine and Egypt, and made 
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Jehoiakim pay tribute to him instead. 
Jehoiakim did so for three years and 
then rebelled against Babylon. Nebu- 
chadnezzar came up to Palestine, seized 
Jehoiakim and bound him with fetters 
to take him captive to Babylon. It is 
believed that he died before he got there, 
and that his unburied body was thrown 
into a ditch by the side of the road, so 
fulfilling the prophecy of Jeremiah 36:30. 
Having his body exposed to the heat by 
day and frost by night, instead of hav- 
ing the elaborate funeral given to kings, 
was his punishment for cutting up and 
burning the Word of God. 

What a feeling of insecurity all these 
national events must have given young 
Ezekiel! He was probably in his teens 
when Jehoahaz was deposed and in his 
early twenties at the end of Jehoiakim’s 
eleven-year reign. 

Now let us read 2 Kings 24:6-16. Ezek- 
iel seems to have been in this second 
group carried away to Babylon along 
with bad King Jehoiachin, who followed 
Jehoiakim. Jehoiachin was imprisoned 
thirty-seven long years. We hope that 
he turned to the Lord during that dreary 
time. At the end of that period the king 
of Babylon released him and _ treated 
him with some favor. This suggests the 
hand of the Lord. 

Ezekiel 1:1-3 dates the beginning of 
the prophet’s messages. Jehoiachin was 
in prison in Babylon when Ezekiel, had 
his first vision of the glory of God. We 
do not have time to read about it this 
morning, but the last verse of this chap- 
ter tells us that when Ezekiel had 
looked upon this dazzling glory he fell 
on his face. Then God spoke to him in 
chapter 2. Read verses 1-4. Ezekiel is 
here addressed as “son of man,” a title 
given him eighty-five times in this Book! 
As “son of man” he is a type of the 
Lord Jesus, who was “Son of man” as 
well as “Son of God.” Ezekiel stood at 
attention while God gave him his com- 
mission. It was quite similar to that 
given Jeremiah. He was to declare the 
word of the Lord in the face of bitter 
opposition. 

Now read Ezekiel 3:11. While Jere- 
miah was prophesying to the Jews left 
in the land of Judah, Ezekiel was proph- 
esying to those in the land of Babylon, 
his fellow prisoners. You would think 
that after all they had suffered, they 
would be eager to hear God’s word, but 
as a group they were not! Instead of 
saying, “We know we deserve this pun- 
ishment that has come upon us,” they 
were saying, “Why did this have to 
happen to us?” Now read Ezekiel 3:17. 
The prophet’s job was to listen to God, 
as Habakkuk did, and then pass His word 
on to the Jews beside him. A large part 
of that word was warning of coming 
judgment to the unrepentant. In Ezek- 
iel_ 18:30-32 the prophet’s. alarm rings 
loud and clear. He warns them that 
God will judge everyone according to 
his ways. Ezekiel urges them to repent, 
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for sin brings nothing but misery and 
death. 

Notice this last verse of Ezekiel 18. 
Our God proved that He has no pleas- 
ure in condemning sinners by giving 
His only begotten Son to die on the 
cross that sinners might be saved from 
hell. Sin must be punished, and that 
was the only way God could be just and 
the justifier of those who believe in 
His Son. 

Ezekiel .faithfully warned the Jews of 
coming judgment. God has called us 
to be alarm clocks to warn the unsaved 
of coming judgment. Let’s watch for 
an opportunity to warn someone this 
week. We could say something like 
this: “I am glad that I know my sins 
are forgiven. We all deserve to go to 
hell for our sins, but Christ died for 
us so that we do not have to go there 
if we accept Him as Saviour. I have 
accepted Him, and I wish you would, 
too.” Girls, if our alarm is not working, 
what good are we to the Lord or to 
anyone else? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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os 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E..Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
God’s Care for the Captives 
(2 Kings 24:11-14; Ezek. 1:3a; 3:11; 
11:16, 17, 20) 

ET’S have a hide-and-seek game! 

When did Jeremiah and ‘Baruch 
have to hide? The Lord kept them hid- 
den safe. Our hide-and-seek game will 
be different. In this part of the Bible 
—between the middle, and the middle of 
the last half (demonstrate)—are hidden 
the Books which the prophets wrote, 
seventeen of them. Unless you know all 
the hiding places, some of them. are 
hard to find! Let’s see if we can name 
all the hiding places: Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations (repeat the list of prophet- 
ical Books through Malachi). Now for 
our game! I will name one of the 
prophets and count to seventeen. You 
see if you can find the Book before I 
reach seventeen. Zephaniah! How many 
won? Jeremiah. Habakkuk. Ezekiel. 


You remember Habakkuk had been | 


told. by God that the cruel army of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, was 
coming to punish the Jews for their sins. 
It came! King Jehoiakim, who cut up 
the roll because he didn’t want to hear 
about it from Jeremiah; was put in 
chains! He found he couldn’t burn up 
God’s “Woe unto him that buildeth his 
house by unrighteousness”! Then his 
son was king for three months, but he 
surrendered. This time Nebuchadnezzar 
really took over. He lined up the king, 
his mother, his wives, and his officers. 
He lined up the surrendered soldiers, 
seven thousand of them. He lined up 
the men who could make spears and 
swords for fighting, a thousand of them. 
He lined up all the important men. 
“Match!” And off the long line of ten 
thousand prisoners started toward the 
distant land of Babylon. Would they 
ever see their homes in Jerusalem again? 
Would they ever go again to the Lord’s 
Temple? All the nice things in the Tem- 
ple, the golden treasures, were carried 
off by the conquering army. All the 
riches of the palace built by cheating 
were carried off, too. After long, weary 
weeks of travel, the ex-king was put in 
prison, where he stayed for thirty-seven 
years. The other people were allowed 
to settle down and live in homes of 
their own. But how lonesome and sad 
they felt in a foreign land! 

But God was in that foreign land! 
One day Ezekiel saw His glory right 
there. God told him to go and speak 
to the people whether they wanted to 
listen or not. Some of the words were 
kind words: ‘Although I have made 
them go away off among the heathen, 
yet I will be like a little Temple for 
them right in those countries where they 
are. I will bring them back and give 
them their land again. I will give them 
a good heart to do My commandments. 
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They shall be My people, and I will be 
their God.” But others still needed to 
be warned. They were not sorry for 
their sin even after being punished, but 
kept right on doing wrong. They thought 
God was unfair. “Repent, and, turn 
yourselves from all your transgressions; 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin” 
(Ezek. 18:30, Golden Text). 

Were you punished for something last 
week? How did you take it? Were you 
sorry? Did you ask God to help you 
do right? “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble” 
(Psa. 46:1, Memory Verse). Or did you 
get rebellious? Did you think it was 
unfair? Did you vow you would do the 
same thing again? God had both kinds 
of people when He punished them in 
the long ago. Probably He had both 
kinds of boys and girls last week. To 
one kind He would say our Memory 
Verse, and to the other our Golden 
Text, Let’s take the warning one for our 
message from Ezekiel—God’s Word that 
will stand forever. Wé will put it up 
here on our bulletin board, and you post 
it up at home for a warning to you, 
so you won't, become a juvenile delin- 
quent, 

Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


LIZABETH’S father had certain rules. 

He expected—and demanded—that 
his rules be obeyed. One rule, summer 
and winter, was that when the street 
lights went on, Elizabeth had to come 
into the house. Another rule was that 
when 6.30 suppertime came, Elizabeth 
was to be in the house and ready to eat. 
Elizabeth knew that to break a rule 
meant punishment. And punishment— 
especially the kind that her father could 
give—was one thing that Elizabeth tried 
desperately to avoid! 

One hot afternoon Mother had given 
permission for Elizabeth to go to Vir- 
ginia’s to play. She hopped on her 
tricycle and flew off to her friend’s 
house—a long four blocks away. As 
she rode she heard her mother call- 
ing after her, “Be sure to be home in 
time for supper!” And Elizabeth had 
every intention of being there on the dot. 

She and Virginia had a wonderful aft- 
ernoon. They did all kinds of things 
that are fun on hot afternoons—things 
like wading in big tubs of nice gqpld 
water. But when it came going-home 
time, Elizabeth didn’t want to go. So 
she kept right on playing until the 6.30 
deadline. Then she zoomed down the 
hill which was the first block on the 
road to home. She pedaled faster than 
she thought she could. The hot sum- 
mer evening breeze fanned her apple- 
red cheeks. Halfway down the hill she 
saw something that made her feet stop 
dead still! Try as she would, she couldn’t 
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move a pedal. For there, starting up 
the hill was her father! He had been 
home from work and ready for supper. 
And no Elizabeth! 

His long strides brought him up to 
where she sat. “You hurry home!” he 
commanded. And Elizabeth hurried— 
fast! 

When they got in the house, Father 
ordered: “You go to your room and get 
ready for bed. There will be no supper 
for you.” And a sorry little girl (just 
your size) tore up to her room, She 
couldn’t see the good supper that was 
on the table because her eyes were full 
of tears. But she could smell it! And 
it was the best-smelling supper she ever 
remembered smelling. 

In her hot little room Elizabeth fell on 
the bed and cried and cried and cried. 
She cried because she didn’t like to have 
her beloved daddy angry with her. She 
cried because she was hungry. She cried 
because she was hot. There she lay 
for almost two hours—until it was quite 
dark. Then Mother came upstairs. 

“I’m sorry you must be punished like 
this, Elizabeth.” Elizabeth was sorry, 
too. But she could not say one single 
word, : 

Mother continued: “You know, in the 
long, long ago, God had to punish some 
people that He dearly loved. Over and 
over again He gad warned them that 
they were to obey His rules. They were 
to worship Him alone. To pray to false 
gods and worship idols that were only 
make-believe gods was to displease the 
true and living God terribly. From time 
to time His people would return to their 
worship of God, but it lasted for only 
a short time. Finally, one day, God had 
to punish His people severely. He 
allowed a nearby nation to invade the 
land and carry off God’s people as slaves. 
Instead of living in their own land and 
ruling it, the healthy, strong, men and 
women were working as slaves to the 
people of Babylon. All that remained 
in their own land were the sickly, weak 
people. 

“Oh, how God’s people suffered! How 
they hated their punishment! But God 
had warned them over and over again. 
So they had it coming to them, and they 
knew it. 

“God encouraged them during those 
long years, however. He spoke to Ezek- 
iel and used him as His prophet. He 
told Ezekiel that he was to comfort the 
people, assuring them that God would 
take them back to their own land—their 
homeland which they loved. He prom- 
ised, ‘I will . . . gather you from the 
people, and assemble you out of the 
countries where ye have been scattered, 
and I will give you the land of Israel. 
... That they may walk in my statutes, 
and keep mine ordinances, and do them: 
and they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God’ (Ezek. 11:17, 20). Sin 
must be followed by punishment, Eliza- 
beth. It is so in God's family. It is so 
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in Mother and Daddy’s family. But 
just as we are happy to forgive you if 
you are truly sorry for disobeying, so 
God was—and is, and always will be— 
willing to forgive those who confess and 
forsake their sin.” 

Right’ then and there Elizabeth asked 
her mother’s forgiveness and her 
Heavenly Father’s forgiveness. And a 
minute later Daddy popped into the 
room, with a peanut butter sandwich that 
tasted as good (well, almost as good!) 
as Thanksgiving dinner. And Elizabeth 
was thankful indeed for the food—but 
mostly for her loving parents. 


LANCASTER, Pa. 
DS 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Sermon on Repentance.—Repent, 

and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions; so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin (Ezek. 18:30, Golden Text). After 
one of Gipsy Smith’s meetings, a Chris- 
tian was trying to lead another man to 
Christ. He read John 3:16; Romans 10: 
9; and 1 John 1:9 to him and asked 
whether he believed all that. When the 
man said he did, the Christian said, 
“Then you are saved.” “No, ] am not,” 
the man said; “read Isaiah 55:7.” The 
man with the Bible did as requested. 
“Now,” said the other, “I am the wicked 
man; I am the unrighteous man; I have 
to forsake the sin and the wicked 
thoughts, and I must came back from 
my own way to God’s way.’.In my heart 
is a sin. I am hugging it and am not 
willing to give it up. My own common 
sense tells me I cannot be saved until 
I surrender.” Gipsy Smith said, “That 
is the best sermon on repentance I ever 
heard in my life.” Seventy times the 
urgency of repentance is given in the 
New Testament, emphasizing the words 
of Jesus, “Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish.”—Abridged from 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Honest Confession to God and Man. 
—Repent, and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions; so iniquity shall not 
be your ruin (Ezek, 18:30, Golden Text). 
A young man with a worried look on 
his face sought an interview with the 
pastor of a church in a thriving town. 
This was the gist of his wretched story: 
He worked in a bank, and, because of 
a weakness for gambling, had stolen 
from the customers, carefully covering 
up the shortages. But the day of reck- 
oning was due, and he knew his sin 
would be found out. A wise friend 
urged the young man to go to the bank 
president before the shortage’ was dis- 
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covered, tell’ what he had done, and 
promise to pay back every cent with in- 
terest. A few weeks later the young 
man returned to the church. His coun- 
tenance was bright and cheerful. His 
eyes sparkled. He had gone to his em- 
ployer and confessed. He turned to 
God and made a clean breast of his sins. 
His forgiven heart had made a new 
radiance in him. Whereas before he had 
lived under the burden of his shame, 
now he had squared his life with both 
his employer and his God.—From Sun- 
day Digest. Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, 
Monticello, Miss. 


God’s Purposes—and Man’s.—And he 
carried away all Jerusalem, ... even 
ten thousand captives (2 Kings 24:14). 
An interesting illustration of God’s use 
of persecution is the following from 
Spencer’s works: “A physician letteth 
a man bleed, by the application of 
leeches, and they suck much blood from 
him; but the physician’s ends are one 
thing, and the leeches’ ends are another 
thing. The leech draweth blood from 
the man, only to satisfy itself; but the 
physician letteth the man bleed to cure 
his distemper. Such is the difference be- 
tween God’s ends, and wicked men’s ends, 
in the persecution of His people. God's 
message to Israel through His prophet, 
Ezekiel, is: “Therefore I will judge 
you, O house of Israel, every one accord- 
ing to his ways, saith the Lord God. Re- 
pent, and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions; so iniquity shall not be 
your ruin” (Ezek. 18:30).—Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 


No Escape by Silencing the Messen- 
gers.—The word of the Lord came ex- 
pressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son 
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans 
by the river Chebar; and the hand of the 
Lord was there upon him (Ezek. 1:3). 
An African chief had done something 
for which the English Government 
wished to punish him and sent a gunboat 
for this purpose. A runner brought him 
word that the boat had entered the river. 
He had the courier killed. The next 
day a second runner arrived to tell him 
how far the boat had come up the river. 
This poor fellow also lost his head. And 
the same fate was met by the other 
couriers who arrived the following days. 
This did not, however, keep the English 
boat away nor delay the day of judg- 
ment. Suddenly the jungle echoed with 
thunder of cannon and the huts of his 
kraal collapsed as if made of cardboard. 
How do we treat the messengers of God 
who come to tell us of approaching 
judgment? We may have silenced them, 
but the judgment day is coming. You 
may have silenced your conscience, 
grieved the Holy Spirit, left unopened 


‘the Holy Bible, and turned your back 


to your Christian friends—but the judg- 
ment day is coming.—From Bible Ex- 
positor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 
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The Power of Words.—I will judge 
- +. every one according to his ways 
(Ezek. 18:30).. Very few people realize 
what it is to live in the Spirit. The 
Scriptures tell us that “he that keepeth 
his mouth keepeth his life,” and, “to him 
that ordereth his conversation aright” 
will be shown “the salvation of God.” 
It has been said, “Talk is cheap,” but 
God says, “Every idle word that men 
Shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment. For 
by thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be. con- 
demned.” One word spoken may have 
set in motion the influence which 
wrought havoc among your relatives or 
your neighbors or the church of God. 
You may see souls lost because you 
did not heed the checks of the Holy 
Spirit in this life—From the Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Chillicothe, IIl. , 


If They Knew the Awful Judgment. 
—Cast away from you all your trans- 
gressions ... for why will ye die... ? 
(Ezek. 18:31.) Time magazine (Dec. 
15, 1952) reports that a teen-age thief 
snatched a purse from Mrs. Wilma Gard- 
ner which contained $10,000—her life’s 
savings. A week later she received an 
envelope by mail, and enclosed in it 
were $9,780 and an awed note, which 
read: “I never expected to get so much, 
If I had, I never would have taken it.” 
This, we fear, is going to be the tragic 
attitude of multitudes who have es- 
teemed the pleasures of this world 
greater riches than the reproach of 
Christ and His great salvation. They 
will come to the conclusion one day 
that they never knew what awful judg- 
ment would be theirs, or they would 
never have chosen sin in preference to 
the riches they could have had, by grace, 
in Him. And the most solemn part of. 
it is that they will not be able to salve 
their consciences by mailing anything 
back!—From the Pilgrim, edited by E. 
Schuyler English. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Hear It Through!—Wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye (Ezek. 18:32). 
A certain wayward young man ran away 
from home and was not heard of for 
years. In some way, hearing that his 
father had just died, he returned home 
and was kindly received by his mother. 
The day came for the reading of the 
will. The family were all gathered to- 
gether, and the lawyer began to read 
the document. To the surprise of all 
present, the will told in detail of the 
wayward career of the runaway son. 
The boy in anger arose, stamped out 
of the room, left the house, and was 
not heard from for three years. When 
eventually he was found, he was in- 
formed that the will, after telling of his 
waywardness, had gone on to bequeath 
him $15,000. How much sorrow he would 
have saved himself and others if he 
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had only heard the reading through! 
Thus many people only’ half read the 
Bible, and turn from it dissatisfied. The 
Bible says, “The wages of sin is death”; 
yes, but it says more: “but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.”—From the Herald and Pres- 
byter. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. , 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 528) 
1. Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 
2. Daniel (Dan, 1:3, 4). 


3. The second group, at the time when 
Jehoiachin and his mother surrendered. 


4. At Tel-abib, on the River Chebar 
(Ezek. 3:15, 24). 


5. The destruction of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the end of the 
kingdom. 


6. His grandson, 


7. Punitive, in retaliation for Jehoia- 
kim’s rebellion. 


8. In honor and plenty, at the court 
of Babylon (2 Kings 25: 27-30). 


9. Twenty-five, if the ‘time notice in 
Ezekiel 1:1 refers to his age. 


10. A change of practice, and a change 
of attitude of heart (Ezek. 18:31). 


ELMuurRsT, ILL, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these booxs may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








And in Samaria. By Mildred W. Spain. 
(The Central American Mission, Dallas 
19; $2, cloth; $1.50, paper.) This 328-page, 
attractively bound book, with a. number 
of photographic reproductions, and maps, 
is the revised and extended account of 
the witness of the Central American 
Mission, which was first published in 
1940. The present work brings the ac- 
count up to date, covering sixty-four 
thrill-packed and soul-inspiring years of 
trials and triumphs and God’s blessing 
in great faith work. Quotations could 
be made from any page, and believers 
will be stirred in heart and mind, and 
led into greater missionary zeal and de- 
termination. The Spirit’s dart strikes 
home with special effectiveness at the 
very close when the heart desire of this 
mission board to embrace Mexico in 
its efforts is voiced. But it is a sobering 
fact that at least fifty additional persons, 
as well as continual replacements, are 
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needed to properly undertake the work 
already started. This book should have 
a wide reading among the Lord’s peo- 
ple. 


The Game of Life. By Russell V. De- 
Long, Ph.D., and Mendell Taylor, Ph.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.,’ Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Directed to young 
people and their parents, this book rep- 
resents an attempt to show some of the 
parallels between the game of football 
and the Christian life. The authors con- 
ducted a poll of educators, athletic 
coaches, ministers, psychologists, and 
others to determine what eleven virtues 
they considered most important for 
building strong character. In the open- 
ing chapter of the book, these eleven 
virtues are treated as the players on a 
winning team in the game of life. Suc- 
ceeding chapters deal with other aspects 
of the game, with their ethical and spir- 
itual applications. . 

By and large, the book is a disap- 
pointment to anyone hoping to find a 
strong Christian message in it. Christ 
is mentioned occasionally, and is even 
given some recognition as Saviour, but 
a large part of the book is devoted to 
a sort of moralizing which is, at its 
best, religious rather than Christian, 
and, at its worst, very trite. Young peo- 
ple are urged to “make friends with 
Father Time , . . and he will be one 
of our most prized assets” (p. 65) with 
the same degree of seriousness that is 
used in éncouraging them to know 
Christ. The book closes with the im- 
pression that we should try to be on the 
right side, so that when our life is over, 
the Great Umpire will announce that 
because we have played well, and kept 
the rules, and helped others, we have 
won the game, 

we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 17 


Fishermen and Fishers of Men 
(Matt 4:18-22; John 1:40-42) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE topic for this week’s meeting 
lends itself to the out-of-doors, and 
if your meeting can be arranged to 
meet by a stream or by the sea, without 
taking the young folks away from the 
regular church service, it would be well 
to consider it. 
we 
The two Scripture portions chosen 
should be used in the reverse order 
from that given in the topic. The in- 
cidents that John records occurred be- 
fore those found in Matthew’s Gospel. 
The two disciples that John first speaks 
of were Andrew and himself. They 
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I wr TSERVELI was sitting outside her home, 

holding in her arms her little girl, Chrysoula, and 
talking to her older daughter, Frederiki. At first there 
was a slight tremor of the earth and the electric current 
was cut off. Seconds later the whole landscape was 
violently shaken and deafening sounds came from the 
depths of the earth. All three sitting outside that little 
home were killed as the wall tumbled over on them. 


What had happened? Volos, the fourth largest and 


one of the most beautiful industrial centers of Greece, | 


was no more. Before the eyes of the stricken people their 
homes and all they possessed were reduced to a mass of 
rubble. Clouds of dust spread over the whole city. Ter- 
ror and panic gripped their hearts. The least noise sent 
the people running up and down shouting for heaven’s 
mercy. One shock followed another. 


Fortunately that initial tremor had warned the peo- 
ple that something big was in the making, and most of 
them had managed to get out in the open. For that 
reason only 12 were killed and 60 injured. But of the 
13,000 homes of the area, 95% are uninhabitable. Every- 
body wanted to leave, but where could 110,000 people go? 
In a few minutes they had been left homeless, their fac- 
tories and fields destroyed, no shelter but the fields, away 
from the danger of falling rocks and tumbling ruins. Now 
many of the population are living in tents —even the pa- 
tients from the Central Public Hospital, which was com- 
pletely destroyed. Whole families try to keep warm 
under one little blanket. Our Orphanage Director rushed 
from Katerini seven large tents which we use in the 
summer for our Macedonian Youth Camp. Some of the 
25 families of our brethren are sheltered in these. Twenty 
of the younger evangelical children were immediately 
taken to our Orphanage in Katerini. Some of the believers 
also who lost all have been given shelter in our newly 
erected Bible Institute building in Katerini, just 40 miles 
north of the scene of this great calamity. 


Eyewitnesses tell of frantic people going from place 
to place looking for relatives and friends, shouting names 
in the hope of hearing a response from under the ruins. 
After the earthquakes came torrential rains, bringing 
human suffering beyond description to this crowd of 
frightened men, women and children. There they must 
lie, out in the open, horror-stricken, red-eyed from sleep- 
lessness, waiting in agony for the elements to calm down. 
In deep anguish of heart they build fired from the splin- 
tered debris of their own homes. 


An old father, almost out of his mind, keeps hug- 

ing his injured son. He has nothing else in the world to 

= for.’ His house collapsed, but that is nothing if only 
God will spare his son. 


A mother is hysterical—laughing, shouting, crying. 
She lost her mind along with her all as her only daughter 
was buried in the ruins of her home. 


Some of the villages are in pitiable plight. In 
Drakia 100 inhabitants are in the open under tragic con- 
ditions. In Ano Lehonia the water supply has been cut 
off. In St. Vlasios all the houses were destroyed and 
1,050 inhabitants left to the mercy of the elements, with 
only four tents to shelter them. In Syki.large rocks fell 
long distances down the mountainsides, destroying fruit 





A grief-stricken woman whose mother and child were 
killed in the earth shock is aided by a neighbor 
and a Greek marine at Volos. 





s 
and olive trees on their way. Out of 1,500 homes 1,400 
were demolished, leaving 1,800 homeless. The bakeries 
were destroyed and the people left without bread. 


The American Mission to Greeks immediately di- 
verted 136,192 pounds of foodstuffs worth $31,791.00 which 
were sent for its regular relief program to this area. We 
also sent $1,000.00 in cash, 12,000 pounds of clothing and 
drugs worth $6,500.00. This is very little compared to the 
tremendous need. We must show our Christian compas- 
sion for these people. We must help them to be sheltered 
and fed, and must give them the one message that will 
lift them out of despair. Here is how you can help. We 
want to distribute among these people 25,000 Greek New 
Testaments, which we can get at five for one dollar. This 
is the hour to give these afflicted people God’s Word. You 
remember what Paul said, “Having received the Word in 
much affliction” (1 Thess. 1:6). He said it of the Greeks 
of old. Will it be said again as a result of our faithfulness 
in reaching them with the Gospel? 


We also have an opportunity to buy 7,000 
new heavy all-wool blankets at only $3.00 each. 
Good used clothing is urgently needed, espe- 
cially for men. This can be sent to us at 265 
West 79th Street, New York 24, New York. 


Even more desperately needed are cash 
contributions to relieve these people in their 
destitute condition and to provide them with 
the Word of God. You may designate your gift 
for relief or Scriptures or both. Please send all 
letters to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, AMERICAN 
MISSION TO GREEKS, INC., Dept. S, P.O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (Please note that 
this address differs from that given for shipment 
of used clothing.) (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ontario. Please send no clothing 
from Canada.) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


CONGRESS 
ON PROPHECY 


November 6-13, 1955, at the 
Calvary Baptist Church 


123 West 57th Street, New York City 


@ To break the doubtful silence left' by the 
Evanston assembly on such vital subjects as: 
The true meaning of the Kingdom of God 
The nature and sphere of the Kingship of 
Christ 
The validity of the promises made by 
God to Israel 


e@ To clear the air with reference to: 
The Hope of the Church 
The imminency of Christ’s return 
The final destiny of the redeemed 
The doctrine of the Rapture 
The Great Tribulation 


25 renowned Christian leaders 
will discuss these themes in the light 
of the revealed Word 
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Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman 
Dr. Frank E, Gaebelein 
Dr. Albert G. Johnson 
Dr. Alva J. McClain 

Dr. J. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. John S. Wimbish 


Write for full information: 

DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 

Dept. S Winona Lake, Indiana 





THE WINONA LAKE 
CONFERENCE ON PROPHECY 
AND THE JEWS 


1955 DATES — AUG. 29-SEPT. 5 


Is America’s unique annual institute for 
the study of the Prophetic Word in an at- 
mosphere of natural beauty and spiritual 
renewal. Ministers and lay people from 
everywhere come to this end-of-season 
conference for instruction and inspiration. 
Drs. William Culbertson, V. Raymond Ed- 
man, Alva J. McClain, Walter L. Wilson, 
Robert L. Powell, James McGinlay, Hy- 
man J. Appelman are among this year’s 
teachers and preachers. 


For information write to: 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM. 
Dept. S, Winona Lake, Indiana 
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had been disciples of John the Baptist, 
but when John told them of the One 
greater than he who was coming, and 
then had introduced them to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they followed after Christ. 
It was then that Andrew sought out 
his brother, Simon Peter, and brought 
him to Chris& »For a short time they 
remained with Christ and then appar- 
ently they ‘went home to Galilee to 
engage in their old occupation of fish- 
ing. The events that Matthew records 
occurred when the Lord Jesus journeyed 
northward for His first Galilean minis- 
try, and came upon Simon and Andrew 
and James and John and called them 
to leave all and follow Him. 
4 
There is a germ of a parable in these 
incidents in which Christ Himself may 
be seen as the great Fisher of men. The 
sea is this troubled and evil world, and 
the souls of men are the fish that are 
caught in the net, which is the Church 
of Christ. An early hymn by Clement 
of Alexandria uses this imagery. It 
reads: 
Fisher of men, the blest, 
Out of the world’s unrest, 
Out of sin’s troubled sea 
Taking us, Lord to Thee; 
Out of the waves of strife, 
With bait of blissful life, 
Drawing Thy nets to shore 
With. choicest fish, good store. 
ve 
It is important to notice as we think 
of this call to be fishers of men, in 
which every one of us who has believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ is included, 
that the first command is, “Follow me.” 
We cannot be fishers of men on an 
independent basis. Only as we follow 
Him as our Lord, in practice and walk 
and methods, shall we be successful fish- 
ermen. He it is who, when lifted up, 
will draw all men unto Him, and only 
as others see Him in us will they be 
attracted. 
we 
Notice also that Peter and Andrew 
and James and John immediately left 
what they were doing to obey His call. 
We, too, must abandon our own ways 
and our own methods and everything 
that would hinder doing what Christ 
asks us to do. This does not mean neces- 
sarily that we must leave home and 
loved ones to go to the foreign field 
in order to be fishers of men. Some- 
times God wants His fishermen in the 
very place that He has put us at the 
moment. But we must be willing to 
forsake all of our own plans and ideas, 
and look to Him in faith for direction 
and guidance in the work of winning 
others, 
ve 


Perhaps some of us are more familiar 
with fishing by rod and line than with 
nets such as the disciples used. If we 
think of the methods commonly used 
in fishing with a line, perhaps we shall 
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see some of the ways in which we may 
become efficient fishermen. 
ye 
First, a good fisherman will go where 


the fish are. He does not cast in his 
line just anywhere, and expect the fish 
to hunt him up. As a young people’s 
group in seeking to win others for 
Christ, you will have to hunt the fish, 
They may be in your neighborhood and 
need visitation and invitation. They 
may be in some neighborhood where 
you can hold street meetings during the 
summer, or perhaps rent an empty store 
for meetings. Don’t expect the fish to 
seek you out. 


7 


Second, a good fisherman fishes at 
the right time. There are certain times 
in the day when fish just will not bite, 
and a little study and inquiring will 
soon discover this. Just so in fishing 
for men, ask the Holy Spirit to show 
you the proper time in which to speak 
to others about Christ. Individuals are 
sometimes turned away from the Gospel 
by thoughtless or careless Christians, 
who speak at the wrong time, or do not 
take the trouble to use the tact and 
discretion that the Holy Spirit can and 
will supply, if you will let Him. 

bd 

Third, a good fisherman will use the 
right kind of bait. Some fish will bite 
at a worm whereas others can only be 
tempted by a fly. Study your fish—your 
human fish—to see what kind of bait 
may attract them. Notice particularly 
the Lord’s dealing with the woman at 
the well of Samaria. His bait there 
was the living water, which appealed 
to the woman because daily she had 
the labor of drawing water from the 
well. One of the best baits is a radiant 
Christian life out of which the Lord 
Jesus shines and creates a longing in 
the heart of the one who does not know 
Him. 

ye 

Fourth, a good fisherman uses a good. 
hook. He is not fishing in order to feed the 
fish but to catch them. The Lord aroused 
the curiosity of the woman of Samaria 
concerning the living water, but, at the 
proper moment, He brought her face 
to face with her own need. The one 
with whom we are dealing may not have 
the need that the woman of Samaria 
had. In fact, sometimes we may not 
know the particular need of the indi- 
vidual to whom we are speaking, but we 
can be sure there is a need there if they 
do not know the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
few tactful questions as to whether that 
one is enjoying real peace and satis- 
faction in the life he is living will often 
start a train of thought that will reveal 
his need to him, if not to you. 

yew 

Fifth, a good fisherman will have pa- 
tience and skill and perseverance. Some- 
times the fish are frightened away by 
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clumsiness and noise and haste in fish- 
ing. Human fish react very much the 
same way. Ask the Lord to give you 
patience and perseverance and to teach 
you His skillfulness in dealing with 
others. 

bd 


Sixth, a good fisherman lands his fish. 
All too often, sincere Christians fail in 
their soul-winning because they never 
bring an individual to the point of ac- 
cepting the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
may deal with them patiently and skill- 
fully, use the right bait and observe all 
the other rules for good fishing, but 
they are either timid, or have a false 
sense of tact when it comes to landing 
their fish. Very often those with whom 
we deal are waiting only for that ques- 
tion, “Do you not want to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour right 
here and now?” or, “Will you not kneel 
down with me right now and tell the 
Lord Jesus that you want Him as your 
Saviour and Lord?” The fish that get 
away may never be hooked again. Land 
your fish! 

PHILADELPHIA, 


" 
Getting the Gospel to the Blind 


(Continued from page 525) 


writing is done on a Braille slate with 
a stylus. The work can be done in the 
home at the table. There is a great 
need for Christian Braillists. The work 
can be done by both men and women, 
even by those who are retired. For any 
who believe that the Lord is calling 
them to help in this great, dark mission 
field, and who are within commuting 
distance of Hawthorne, N. J., this worker 


would be glad to teach them. Others. 


could be taught by correspondence. As 
I am crippled and have the care of a 
ninety-one-year-old invalid mother, 
please only those who really mean busi- 
ness for the Lord respond. It is inter- 
esting work and can be done in spare 


. time. Time is running short and doors 


now open to reach the blind with the 
Gospel message of salvation may close 
at any time, as in China. The false 
cults are going forward, deceiving the 
blind with their literature, and Chris- 
tians must fight back with the pure 
Gospel message. : 

Please remember the work in your 
prayers, praying for this worker that 
I may be given health and strength to 
carry on, 


HAwTuorne, N. J. 


w 


The Personality of the Holy Spirit 
(Continued from second page) 


knew a man in Christ above fourteen 
years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot 
tell; or whether out of the body, I can- 


not tell: God knoweth;) such an one ° 
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as has brought financial 
3 security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 





Learn more about a remarkable 
Retirement Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet SS-303, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
























FOR A SPIRITUAL TREAT! 


In the Redwoods 75 miles South of San Francisco 
Swimming, hiking, near begonia gardens & ocean 


1955 CONFERENCE SEASON 
June 17 through September 5 
A Wonderful Treat for All the Family 
For information and reservations write: 
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An Important New Book 


STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 


By E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. 
Editor of OUR HOPE and Editor-in-Chief of THE PILGRIM BIBLE 


A clear, readable and exhaustive exposition of the great -y~ in which our Lord’s 
present work at the Father’s right hand is revealed; with full discussions and satisfying 
explanations of the various “Problem Passages” of the epistle and more than 100 pages 
expounding the faith chapter, the eleventh. Blue cloth binding, 536 pages. Price, $5.95. 











Order today from your bookseller, or 


SOUTHERN BIBLE BOOK HOUSE Travelers Rest, South Carolina 
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EVOLUTION TROUBLE YOU? 
Read: “‘AM I RATIONAL?”’ 


By The Hoosier Schoolmaster 


Recently serialized in the Times 
New printing just off the press 
25e each; $2 per dozen. Cheaper in quantities. 


THE TRAWLER Box 187 Oglesby, Illinois 
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“Use Aor B... 
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Part-Time Pastorate— 


A retired pastor (Baptist), thankful the Lord has 
restored his health, would like to correspond with a 
congregation of Christians unable to support a full- 
time pastor but wanting to keep their doors open for a 
testimony to the Gospel in their community. 

Address Chaplain, care of National Pension Guide, 
945 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington 4, D.C. 





Our hospitals, orphanage, 
rescue home and Bible | 
school in India and our high school 
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Our Society, founded in hs is un- 
denominational, 
your prayerful support. 


Write us for information 
and literature 
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80 East 11th Street, Room 646, New York 3, N. Y. 
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caught up to the third heaven.” It has 
been generally accepted among Bible 
expositors that the first heaven is the 
one which contains the clouds; the sec- 
ond, the starry heavens; and the third, 
God’s dwelling place (according to Sco- 
field, Matthew Henry, Jamieson, Fausset 
& Brown, et al.). 

, The following passages either declare 
or imply that the Lord Jesus is seated 
at the right hand of God: “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God” (Col, 3:1); 
“Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us” (Rom. 8:34); “which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him 


. from the dead, and set him at his own 


right hand in the heavenly places” (Eph. 
1:20). 

That Christ is at the right hand of God 
in Heaven, and that those who die in 
the Lord go to be with Him, is 
enough for believers. The Scriptures 
show that Heaven is up above the earth. 
When Stephen was stoned, he “looked 
up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). As has 
been pointed out, it would seem that 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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ABC NETWORK=—9 A.M., Mountain; 8 A.M. in all other time zones. 
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the Entire Bible 
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STORY-O-GRAPHS, Dept. T 
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Christ in this case was standing to re. 
ceive His martyred witnecs, After the 
Resurrection, when Christ gave His last 
earthly charge to His disciples, “he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him out 
of their sight” (Acts 1:9). When the 
Lord Jesus returns to earth, “then we 
which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 
Thess, 4:17). 
we 


The New Messianic Center 
(Continued from second page) 


our love, our kindness and humanity, 
without distinction of person, whether 
friend or enemy, whether they do us 
good or evil. A difficult commandment, 
indeed. Who could really say of him- 
self that he gives love to all men in- 
discriminately, that he does’ not prefer 
the one or other person, the one or 
other group? Yet such an attitude would 
be far from what the Lord Himself 
points out as perfection. “For if ye love 
them which love you, what reward have 
ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, 
what do ye more than others? do not 
even the publicans so?” 

On the basis of our own lives and 
relationships we must become quite clear 
once for all on what it entails to let 
the sun of love and rain of friendliness 
come upon our friends and enemies, 
upon the just and the unjust. Only then 
will we fully understand the practical 
importance of this admonition of the 
Lord. How much then must we change 
in our lives! We must practice His in- 
junction in order to meet every person 
with the same kindness and we must do 
it prayerfully lest we fall into the dan- 
ger of an outward and formal friendli- 
ness only. 

Today we largely encounter a very 
different attitude, also in our Jewish 
people. One can scarcely fathom how 
much hatred is spread abroad. Every- 
thing is rejected which is opposed to 
one’s own understanding and manner 
of life; adherents of a different politi- 
cal party, a different religion, a differ- 
ent nation, and so on. Just because 
hatred has grown so strong in our Jew- 
ish people, we who wish to follow Jesus 
and witness to Him have the great re- 
sponsibility of taking very seriously His 
word of the perfection of the Father 
in Heaven. True strength, true self- 
respect, are only shown in the ability 
to let the sun*rise on the evil and the 
good. 





However, with such- an attitude we 
will have hardly noticeable results at 
first; rather the contrary. Most likely 
we will be laughed at or even hated 
still more. But if we are not influenced 
by this, a change will come—slowly. 
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325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








Where? In the first place within our- 
selves. For gradually we will react 
less and less toward the hatred of others 
and finally will become completely im- 
mune to the negative reactions of the 
world. In the measure that we ear- 
nestly try to love friend and foe, God 
will grant to us greater powers of love, 
filling us with them ever more. 

Just as God, being above the world, 
lets His sun and His rain fall, so he 
who patiently endeavors to follow God's 
perfection will be above all wickedness 
of the world, even if it is directed 
against him personally. 

If thus we truly emulate the perfec- 
tion of God, there will come another 
change also. For in the long run men 
will not only laugh and deride or hate 
us, but quite gradually they will begin 
to think, take notice, asking whence 
comes our power which is so much 
stronger than their wickedness. Then 
will become reality that which we recite 
every Sabbath eve at the kindling of 
the Sabbath lights, “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 


> 
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Father which is in heaven.” This can 
only happen, however, if we at all times 
pour out the sun of love and rain of 
kindness on all men whom we meet, 
without getting weary. “Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus 
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Un- 
til .seven times; but, Until seventy times 
seven.” 

This is the witness we have to give 
—a part of the preparation for the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 11 to 17 


Mon.—Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1-7. 
Ezekiel’s Call in Babylon. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I was among the 
captives by the river of Chebar.” God’s 
priest, Ezekiel, was guided by the Lord 
as to his place of service. The will of 
God is for all of us the best thing we 
can know in this world. What miseries 
some of God’s people have for being out- 
side that holy will. The location God 
chooses for us may be like that of Ezek- 
iel’s “among the captives,” but it is an 
honorable place of ministry. God can 
make much more out of our days than 
we can. Pray for grace to say “Yes” 
when God says, “Go.” 


Tues,—Ezekiel 3:10-17. 
Commissioned To Give Warning. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Give them warn- 
ing from me.” Through God’s Word 
every Christian may have a clear un- 
derstanding of what God wants him to 
be, and what kind of service is pleasing 
to Him. Hazy ideas of God’s will are 
generally due to neglect of the Scrip- 
tures. By living daily in the Book of 
God you will always be within the sound 
of His voice. Whatever may be your 
commission, let it not be neglect of the 
great commission. Pray that with full 
purpose of heart you will read His Word 
daily, and encourage others to do the 
same. 


Wed.—2 Kings 24:8-16. 
The First Deportation. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “All the men of 
might . . . and craftsmen and smiths 
. all that were strong and apt for 
war, even them the king of Babylon 
brought captive to Babylon.” The first 
exiles were the most favored, as Jere- 
miah calls them the “good figs” (Jer. 
24). Sorrow has its varying depths. 
Some gave their special solaces. This 
appears among the two kinds of captives. 
No matter what your grief, God has for 
all who love Him sweet relief. Heavenly 
sugar in your bitter cup will keep you 
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JEWISH LISTENERS to our 
weekly radio broadcasts indi- 
cate in their letters to us that 
many of them are seeking the 
truth. They think, they ask 
questions, they write to us for 
the Prophecy Edition of the 
New Testament. Then some of 
them come to a glorious experience 
of salvation—accepting the Lord Jesus 
as their Saviour and Messiah. 
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MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts to ao 
world-wide Jewish listening ovdience overt 
more than 50 radio stations. We invite 
you to share the burden—and the bless- 
ing—of this radio ministry to Jews. 
Write for a free copy of our 
magazine, *‘Message to Israel." 
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by Edgar Ainslie 
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of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
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“They are so helpful in understand- 
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“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
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prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 
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truly looking up. Pray that whatever 
may be your sorrow that your faith in 
the faithfulness of God will be firm. ' / 
Thurs.—Ezekiel 11:14-20. 
Return Promised. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thus saith the 
Lord God; I will even gather you from 
the people, and assemble you out of the 
countries where ye have been scattered, ‘ 
and I will give you the land of Israel.” 7 
This prophecy has just recently had its 
second fulfillment. Elevation after humil- Pr 
iation is for all believers after lessons Ti 
have been learned. Restoration after on 
obedience is still God’s gracious purpose, 
After the letdown there is a lifting up. 
Return to the Lord, wanderer; God holds 
out great blessings for you. Pray for 
the spiritual restoration of great num- 
bers of God’s people who have been A 
taken in the snare of the Devil. Ne 
Fri,—Ezekiel 18:30-32, 
Appeal for Repentance. Cr 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repent, and turn Th 
yourselves from all your transgressions; 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin. ... Lit 
Make you a new heart and a new spirit.” Bi 
A single act of contrition is not repent- A 
ance. Repentanee combines sorrow and 
loathing of sin and also ‘abandonment Int 
of it. Many nod the head toward God cr 
whose feet move not in His direction. Cl 
Have you turned to God from idols to 
serve the’ living and true God? Im- Wi 
mense divine blessings wait for your \Fo! 
obedience to God. Pray for a great turn- 
ing to God from sin in your community. 
Sat.—Ezekiel 17:12-19. 
No Hope From Egypt. 
PRAYER SuGGesTIons: “He _ rebelled 
against him in sending his ambassadors 
into Egypt, that they might give him 66 
horses and much people. ‘Shall he pros- 
per? shall he escape that doeth such On 
things? or shall he break the covenant 1 
and be delivered?” It is vain and de- He 
ceptive to seek help from impotent man 
when the arm of omnipotence is neces- Go 
sary. What crue] disappointments lie : 
ahead for people who rebel against the He 
Lord and yet hope to prosper! “The 1 
arm of flesh will fail you; ye dare not He 
trust your own.” Pray for a closer walk / 
with God. 
Th 
Sun.—Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19, 20. I 
Individual Responsibility. Th 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” God lays upon ¢ I 
every soul responsibility for behavior. , Go 
Everyone must render account to God 9% f 
in the day of reckoning. Live for 9 
God. Use the gifts given by Him for ~ A 
His glory. Take up your responsi- ™ 
bility, and carry the cross with + 
a smile. If you bury your talent you @ str 
must certainly answer to. God for it. : ma 
What is your attitude toward God's will wh 
for your life? Pray that you may re- of 
alize day by day as you live and labor 
j 


that you are accountable to God. 





